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Message from
the Dean

Throughout the period of working at the
School of Architecture and Design, Assump-
tion University for 25 years, | have witnessed
the development and professionalism of
the School, which has grown from a small
group of Thai students to a large community
with students from various countries,
earning trust and confidence from interna-
tional students who come to study with us
from over 30 countries.

Over the years, AAU has collaborated exten-
sively with both local and international organi-
zations, engaging in numerous activities.

THE ROAD AHEAD

Many of these activities have been integrated

into the curriculum of various courses. This book
gathers the history, opinions from relevant indi-
viduals, and numerous significant achievements
of the School of Architecture and Design, Assump-
tion University, over the past 25 years.

| firmly believe that from now and on to the future,
AAU will continue to progress steadily and become
aleading architecture school. We will offer inter-
national curricula to students interested in studying,
developing themselves, and gaining practical expe-
rience through collaborations with various organi-
zations. Ultimately, we aim to produce well-rounded
individuals ready to excel in all aspects, contributing
positively to society as competent and ethical, as
adesigner and as a person.

Assistant Professor Suparath Valaisathien

Dean 2017-2024

Montfort del Rosario

School of Architecture and Design,
Assumption University (AAU)
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AAU25+

Foreword

AAU 25+25: The Road Ahead is a special
publication that the School of Architecture
and Design, Assumption University (AAU)
published on the occasion of the School’s
25th-anniversary celebration. This book not
only celebrates the success of this special
occasion but also reflects AAU’s story over
the past 25 years and serves as an inspira-
tion for the future through interviews with
some significant people and events that
have shaped our school into what it is today.

This book features interviews with 25 people
who played a role in building AAU’s reputa-
tion and visibility. These conversations share
their experiences, impressions, and chal-
lenges during key moments at AAU, high-
lighting personal successes and reflecting
the bonds and partnerships that drive AAU

THE ROAD AHEAD

forward. The other part of this book compiles 25
AAU milestones, presented through various na-
tional and international success stories, includ-
ing achievements in teaching and learning, ex-
tracurricular activities, social service projects,
stories of the bonds of people in AAU, and interna-
tional cooperation projects.

The dedication and support of everyone have played
an essential role in bringing AAU to this point.
Today’s success is the result of the entire AAU team
working together. Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this success. Twenty-five years is
a significant milestone and an important starting
point. It is hoped that everyone affiliated with AAU
will continue to be a part of the AAU journey.

Assistant Professor Prima Viriyavadhana

Editor

Associate Dean 2015-2024
Montfort del Rosario

School of Architecture and Design,
Assumption University (AAU)
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“The School of Architec-
ture and Design at
Assumption University
was established in 1997.
It is one of the newly-
established faculties in
order to serve the com-
munity through various
fields of knowledge.

Over the past twenty
five years, the School has
produced graduates who
are talented, creative,
and well-versed in archi-
tecture, interior architec-
ture and Beyond.”

25 INSPIRATIONS
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Prathip Martin Komolmas
Rector Emeritus,
Assumption University

of Thailand

Prathip Martin Komolmas, often known
as Brother Martin, has made significant
contributions and achievements in the
field of education in the country. He pos-
sesses profound expertise in all domains,
maintains a distinct vision and objectives,
and consistently perceives himself as a
devoted servant to both God and society.
He recognized the significance of educa-
tion as a crucial instrument for fostering
personal growth and contributing to
the betterment of the country. In 1996,
he expressed his desire to establish the
School of Architecture to the Assumption
University Council, and AAU has been
operational ever since.
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“l invited my students
to return to AAU to
help improve teaching
and learning. These
instructors are mem-
bers of a new genera-
tion with experience
and novel approaches
to teaching architecture,
particularly in the areas
of conceptual design
and creative thinking.”

25 INSPIRATIONS

“a11sglasnsruanAudnduun
IWagIgAUWIUINISISTUNISTOU
i AAU 9101sdikatinilunusulky
ndUszaunisaiuazijuudrndiuna
thutunisiSsunisaosuantlag-
nssu lagrawa:uudrnIIWAQLSaY
conceptual design and creative
thinking”

M

Pisit Viriyavadhana
Founding Dean
Montfort del Rosario
School of Architecture
and Design
Assumption University

Pisit Viriyavadhana is a chartered architect
with Thailand’s Architect Council. He was
the first dean of Assumption University’s
School of Architecture and Design (from
1996 to 2013). He served as a full-time
educator and administrative faculty
member at King Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang, where he also
held the position of Dean of the Faculty
of Architecture for two terms. He was
also a former member of the Ministry of
Interior’s Architectural Profession Control
Committee (OCSC), which later evolved
into the Architect Council of Thailand, a
former member of the Architect Council’s
Academic Committee, and a committee
member for drafting the curriculum and
external examinations in architecture for
many universities.
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Please share the history of the School of
Architecture and Design at Assumption
University.

At that time, architecture was regarded as one
of the professions that lacked personnel.
There are a limited number of architects
available, despite their high demand in the
labor market. This problem is well-known at
Assumption University. In 1996, the university,
led by Brother Martin, the rector, established a
committee to draft an architecture curriculum
so that it could begin teaching in the discipline
of architecture. Two Programs are offered
Bachelor of Architecture - Architecture, and
Bachelor of Architecture - Interior Architecture

Both programs have been approved by the
Office of Higher Education Commission and
accredited by the Architect Council of Thai-
land. In 2011, AAU initiated the instruction of
two additional acadamic programs, bringing
the total number of programs taught to four.

When AAU was founded, what were the
guiding concepts and visions?

AAU's faculty is new, so we must come up with
ideas and a teaching approach that will esta-
blish our unique identity. AAU’s curriculum
emphasizes conceptual design and creative
thinking, which was a novel approach to
teaching and learning in architecture schools
abroad at the time.

The instructors at AAU place an emphasis
on experimental design in design classes
because we believe it allows students to gene-
rate unrestricted design concepts. This oppor-
tunity is exclusive to universities. Therefore,
we would like to provide students with oppor-
tunities to think critically and conduct experi-
ments—to be thinkers and experimentors.

Could you kindly detail the challenges and
hurdles that arise, as well as how to deal
with them during the school’s establish-
ment and critical period?

In general, problems and obstacles in the
opening of teaching and learning will have 3
aspects: 1. Students 2. Instructors 3. Premise

For students, at that time, there were quite
alot of people interested in the field of archi-
tecture, making the competition to enter the
School of Architecture high. Therefore, there
is no problem on the student side. For the
instructors, | invited a number of international
graduates, the majority of whom were from
the United States, to serve as our instructors.
As for the facilities, AAU began utilizing the
existing university structure on the Hua Mak
campus. In those days, classrooms were quite
limited. Therefore, the classroom schedule,
as well as the teacher’s chamber and common
area, had to be allocated so that they would
not overlap and could be utilized to their
fullest potential. At that time, the university
was in the midst of constructing a campus at
Suvarnabhumi, where the AAU would have its
own 11-story academic building, according to
the plan.

During your tenure as AAU’s dean, what did
you consider to be the university’s defining
characteristic, and how has that perception
evolved?

The majority of AAU personnel in those days
were my former students. They were com-
petent and knowledgeable. They have a
master’s degree and international work
experience. | invited them to return to AAU to
help improve teaching and learning. These
instructors are members of a new genera-
tion with experience and novel approaches
to teaching architecture, particularly in the
areas of conceptual design and creative
thinking. Furthermore, AAU teaches in
English, the international language, which
is attractive to international students. The
network of international students of diverse
nationalities expands annually. Since 2005,
AAU has partnered with numerous Asian
universities, including those in Korea, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, China, and Taiwan.
Teachers and students engage in continuous
seminars and knowledge exchanges, which
is considered a robust network. Additionally,
AAU is a member of ACSA International’s
Associated Affiliate Member Schools.
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AAU 25+
The Road Ahead
Timeline

1996

This Is Our Song

Written by an AR1 student, the
AAU theme song highlights hard
work and knowledge in the pro-
fession while presenting a story
about students’ future goals.

Opening Ceremony

of the AAU Suvarna-

bhumi Campus B
pu A World of Design

The School of Architecture e tudents’

relocated from the “St.Louis” vious learming through

Building to the :
mi Campus in May 2008. The
name was officially changed
in December 2011 and was
officially concluded when
Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
presided over the building’s

field trips to design-related
buildings and exhibitions
abroad, with the first trip in
2010 to Shanghai. AAU con-
tinues to expand learning
capacity and stay updated
with industry trends.

Those Good
Field Days

The History of Thai Architec-
ture course at AAU provides
students with knowledge

of historical arts and crafts
through field excursions,
where they engage in dis-
cussions and lectures led by
experts. Field visits stimu-
late creativity and cultivate a
keen interest in the study of
art history, hence facilitating
the subsequent advance-
ment of research or studies in

specialized areas.

Return to the Sea

AAU is actively involved in public
service projects, such as aiding tsu-
nami victims in Thailand, promoting
coastal landscape preservation, and
promoting waste disposal through
projects like the 2019 Making the Sea
Turtle Troopers Project.

opening ceremony.

Higher and Higher

The Vertical Competition
aims to foster collaboration
among AAU students by
presenting collaborative
projects based on yearly

It encourages
creativity, challenges, and
openness to new creative
formats, highlighting
students’ design potential
and laying the groundwork
for future classroom and
professional developments.

Learning Curve

The Creative Learning Pavilion
project is an effort that seeks
to enrich the knowledge and
foster creativity of architecture
students. It was initially con-
ceived as a recreational activity
during summer breaks.

Better By Design

AAU has partnered with brands
and manufacturers to integrate
knowledge and materials into its
Furniture Design course, offering
students production experience
and discussions on material use.

From Trash
to Treasure

Earth us, the thesis project of
an ART7 student, endeavors
to encourage the reuse of
household refuse materials. In
an effort to counteract plastic
waste pollution, she developed
aplastic injection molding
machine of which a prototype
was acquired by a Finnish
sustainable design brand and
exhibited during Stockholm
Design Week in 2019.

The Great White Hope

The scene during the announce-
ment of the birth of the Son of
God by the Archangel Gabriel
and the acceptance of Mary’s
Immaculate Conception is
known as “The Annunciation”. It
i the inspiration and the initial
design concept of the Mary Help
of Christians Church (Chaweng)
on Koh Samui in the Surat Thani
Province, designed by Juti
Klipbua of JUTI architects. The
project won the Silver Medal

for Outstanding Architecture
awarded by the Association of
Siamese Architects under Royal
Patronage in 2022.

Unity Through Rhythm

An AR3 student started the AAU
Drumming Ceremony with a shift
in drum style, which is still used

T is For Together

AR13 students at AAU started an
initiative to help flood victims,
giving t-shirts, music, contribu-
tions, and survival packs, as well
as sending monies to the Chai-
pattana Foundation for additional

today. The ceremony brings students
closer together, promoting meet
and greets, chit-chat, and bonding
among the AAU family, as well as
showcasing the school's identity.

G

assistance.

it of the East

The Asian Coalition for
Architecture and Urbanism
(ACAU) was founded in
2005 by the University of
Seoul and four other prom-
inent universities from
ASEAN nations. In 2009,
AAU organized events on
the Saen Saep Canal, which
included the participation
of more than 70 students
and faculty members.

Building Partnership

AAU had organized international
academic cooperation with two
universities in Germany. The
collaboration has helped in the
flow of knowledge in sustainable
design and broadened experi-
ences for AAU students globally.

Mastering Product
Design with Casio
Product Design students

from AAU worked along with
master’s degree students from
Chiba University Japan and
Casio designers at the Casio
Incubation Workshop.

Project on the City

AAU, Pathai Social Enterprise,
and SPARC collaborate to en-
hance Bangkok’s environmental
development and city prob-
lem-solving through community
service integration. Students
participate in field data collec-
tion, facility development, and
streetwalk exhibitions.

20T

The Perfect Drive
The ABAC Charity Golf
Tournament aims to
strengthen annual
gatherings between
AAU students, faculty,
and staff, as well as
raise funds for the AAU
Alumni Club.

Theory and Practice

The Design Built at Mae
Sot project aims to
construct two new school
buildings and improve
hygiene facilities at the Ah
Yone Oo Learning Center
in Mae Sot.
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Site Matters

International students make
up over 50% of the student
body at AU, fostering diver-
sity in study and education.
This diversity impacts the
focus of thesis projects in
design and architecture, as
students must address the
progress and ambitions of
their native countries. The
thesis examination com-
mittee discussed the oppor-
tunities brought up by inter-
national students and the
reciprocal learning among
faculty members.

2023

Home

Sweet Home

AAU Alumni organized
the first “Homecoming”
event on January 28,
2023, allowing alumni

toexchangeideasand  ASA 20%20
meet current faculty
and staff. The event, titled
“AAU25+ | AAU Alumniz
i and

The Joy of
Architecture

One of the highlighted
events of the aau 25th
anniversary celebration
s the visit of astrid klein,
the architect who co-
founded the world-
famous tokyo-based
practice klein dytham
(kda).

Challenges; is a show-
and-tell series with 20
pictures in 20 minutes
by five AAU alumni as
guest speakers.

W3

Beyond Borders,
Beyond Ideas

AAU has been an interna-
tional scholar community
for more than 25 years,
promoting a collaborative
learning environment for
Thai and international
students. With a broad
student body that contri-
butes to educational,
cultural, and information
exchange possibilities,
this dynamic community
allows students to partic-
ipate in important events
and workin avariety

of roles.

Light the
Night Gold

“AGold(AU) Night |
Light up in the garden”
was a part of AAU x
ILLI, a collaborative
project between AAU
and the International
Landscape Lighting
Institute (ILLI).
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Thisls
Our Song

199€

Written by an AR1 student, the AAU theme song
highlights hard work and knowledge in the pro-
fession while presenting a story about students’
future goals.

“When you have dreams, make those dreams come true.” Let us
create with our hands, from us, Assumption Architects, is the song’s
final phrase. This AAU theme song was written during his student
year by Gus Bhumipat Jansubbakich, an AR1 alumni of AAU. Bhumipat
understood that the School of Architecture and Design should have
its own song because he was among the first batch of students at

the School back then, and the seniors who came to help carry out

the activities at the School also represented the university’s student
organizations. There were performances throughout the night during
the reception. He then started writing lyrics and altering melodies
based on his musical abilities. In addition to adapting music from
other bands they had heard and performed with friends for the

first time.
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Following that, during university group activities The School of
Architecture and Design’s hymn was sung once more in the form
of choral singing. This time, the School took first place in the
competition.

Bhumiphat chose the lyrics in the verse when requested to choose
averse from the song to encourage the future generation of AAU
ﬁnmﬁgr‘g ' - B _ students. “Though the road is tiring, indomitable knowledge is

({0 harvested for a brighter day,” he said, adding, “The path becomes
more tiring every year in a variety of businesses, including archi-
tecture and design.” You will have to battle very hard if you want to
accomplish your ultimate aim.”

ECOH Amma’,?ﬁ x'r

The topic of Bhumiphat’s AAU song is intended to present a story
about the profession: what are the School of Architecture and
Design students doing, and what is the future goal or dream?
According to Bhumiphat, the verses are still relevant today.
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““As we see it, the future
of AAU lies in becoming
an international com-
munity of scholars. We
believe that we can
distinguish ourselves in
this regard. Additionally,
we have students from
well-established families
who run their own busi-
nesses, so we will incor-
porate a business mind-
set into our programs

to enable students to
pursue it in the future.”
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How did you envision yourself continuing, ad-
justing, or developing the School’s direction
at the start of your tenure as Dean of

the AAU?

I would carry on what we have accomplished
and accumulated over the last 25 years. To
begin the process of improvement, we should
clearly define our identity. Furthermore, AAU
currently has a considerable number of overseas
students. As a result, we will work to develop
an international identity,create a community
where students can study and exchange
cultures, and establish connections that can
be strengthened in the future. We notice that
AAU is founded on entrepreneurs, and we
have students that come from entrepreneurial
families, manage private enterprises at home,
or own land, and they tend to take what they
have and grow it. As a result, we present this
new information, which is not only applicable
to becoming a design architect but can also
be employed in business as an intermediary
between enterprises or to build family busi-
nesses. This will be our tipping point and what
we hope to offer.

How will you encourage AAU to keep up with
the tremendous technological advancesin
the world?

Of course, we are making every effort to
change in order to stay current with techno-
logy. To help students present their work and
study, the school has set up resources like
large presentation screens, a computer lab
with 70 stations, including 3D printers. Addi-
tionally, we work to grow in the School’s social
media sector so that we can stay current with
developments and engage the public more.

How do you establish future guidelines and
directives for AAU?

The fact that we have a significant number of
international students and alumni distin-
guishes us from other institutions. The way we
view it is as an international community of
scholars. We believe that we can make it stand
out in this aspect. In addition, we have students
who come from established families and
operate their own enterprises, and as a result,
the established guidelines will not only intro-
duce internationalism but also incorporate
business so that students can pursue it in the
future.

20
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Asst. Prof. Suparath Valaisathien
Dean

Montfort del Rosario School of
Architecture and Design
Assumption University
2017-2024

Suparath Valaisathien has been a full-time
lecturer at AAU since 1999, teaching
various subjects in various fields, especially
building construction, technology, and
design, from Years 2-5, combining profes-
sional and academic experience. He
became Head of the Department of Archi-
tecture in 2016 and served as Dean from
2017-2024.
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“Everyone is invited
to return to our
school, where we
once spent time

and studied together.
Come to participate
in AAU’s activities,
whether to joinin
the fun, join the
activities, or join the
operation as one of
the forces holding
our alumni club.”
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Please describe the context prior to the
establishment of the AAU Alumni Club.
Prior to this, how did alumni interact?

In fact, the AAU Alumni Club’s gatherings to
organize various activities have been ongoing;
successive generations continue to attend
and take turns managing the club, but in an
informal form that has not been formally
registered. As time passed, we became
acquainted with numerous alumni associa-
tions from various architecture institutions,
in addition to the architecture alumni asso-
ciations supported by the Association of
Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage,
or AsAsA, through several events. After that,
we realized that we needed to begin forma-
lizing and concretizing our organization.
This resulted in the formation of the AAU
Alumni Club.

What are the distinguishing character-
istics of the AAU Alumni Club that can be
enhanced in the next step?

I believe that because AAU has an interna-
tional format for teaching and learning and
because we study in English in class, this
language proficiency enables us to work
fluently internationally, resulting in the
professional diversification of alumni. Esta-
blishing a network of international alumni
is one step that may lead to a larger net-
work. The second aspect concerns business.
Because our university excels in business,
in addition to receiving architectural training,
we have also been inculcated with a business
mindset. Therefore, | believe that AAUA can
create a network by assisting one another
in various business fields.

Would you, as the current president of
the AAU Alumni Club, like to share some
messages with the alumni?

I would like to invite everyone to consider
returning to our school, where we once spent
time and studied together. Come to partici-
pate in numerous School activities, whether
to join in the fun, join the activities, or join
the operation as one of the forces holding
our alumni club together.
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Juti Klipbua

Founder

JUTI Architects
President

AAU Alumni Club

at Assumption University
(AAUA)

AR2

Juti is a second-generation AAU student
who has participated in many School
activities. He is also the founder of JUTI
Architects, whose work has received
national and international awards. He
was elected as the first president of the
AAU Alumni Club.
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Unity
Through
Rhythm

1999

An AR3 student started the AAU Drumming Cere-
mony with a shift in drum style, which is still used
today. The ceremony brings students closer together,

promoting meet and greets, chit-chat, and bonding
among the AAU family, as well as showcasing the
school’s identity.

Since Nammon Teerayut Setthaphakdee, an AR3 student, joined
the activity and became the trainer, the AAU Drumming Ceremony
has begun with a defined direction and a shift in drum style. He
popularized big drums with bats made from shovel handles, charac-
teristics that are still utilized today. He recalls being the lone leader
of a drum style that was commonly employed in most architecture
schools at the time, in addition to teaching general drumming pat-
terns. The establishing of tunes, rhythms, and many customs that
have survived to the present day are estimated to have occurred
during AAU’s AR8.
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“The uniqueness of our drumming ceremony begins with a shorter
stick than others, which is about 30 cm long. It allows us to present
our unique style, the wood swinging pattern, and the melody and
rhythm story is more musical and lovely than forceful and fierce.”

Tae, Thienruj Wiboonpin, a current AAU student who practices
drums, explains the significance of the School’s drumming ceremony.
One intriguing aspect is that he saw the ceremony as more than
just a presentation of AAU’s identity at many events both inside
and outside the School. The AAU Drumming Ceremony is also a
technique for bringing students closer together. Because when
everyone hears the pounding of the drums, it draws seniors, juniors,
friends, and even alumni together, resulting in meet and greets,
chit-chat, and the ignition of relationships and bonding among the
AAU family.
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Those Good
Field Days

IN

2001

The History of Thai Architecture course at AAU
provides students with knowledge of historical arts
and crafts through field excursions, where they
engage in discussions and lectures led by experts.
Field visits stimulate creativity and cultivate a keen
interest in the study of art history, hence facilitating
the subsequent advancement of research or studies
in specialized areas.

The History of Thai Architecture, a required course in the Depart-
ment of Architecture and Interior Architecture, is one of the most
significant subjects in the AAU’s teaching curriculum. Students
will learn about Ayutthaya art in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province
through Thai architecture at various important historical sites
within Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Historical Park on one of the
course’s two field excursions. The overnight journey alternates
between the two northern regions of Phitsanulok, Sukhothai, and
Kamphaeng Phet and the three northeastern provinces of Buriram
Province, Sisaket, and Nakhon Ratchasima.
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The course also invited Associate Professor Sone Simatrang, an
expert in murals and Thai art from the Faculty of Decorative Arts at
Silpakorn University, to participate in discussions and lectures in
order to equip students for each field trip. Following the field trip,
there will also be a photo exhibition and photo contest based on
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the field trip, with the topic of storytelling varying according to the
annual theme. Each field trip fosters AAU students’ creativity and
interest in art history through a variety of learning activities and
knowledge gained from listening to lectures, examining architec-
tural details, and considering architecture through the lens, which
can lead to further development of the thesis or further study in a
specialized field of study.
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Return
to the Sea

AAU is actively involved in public service projects,
such as aiding tsunami victims in Thailand, pro-
moting coastal landscape preservation, and pro-
moting waste disposal through projects like the
2019 Making the Sea Turtle Troopers Project.

One of the objectives of the School of Architecture and Design at
Assumption University is to contribute to society through design
potential. As a result, the school organized a vast array of activities
in which students and faculty of AAU assisted the public during
natural disasters and attempted to resolve other societal issues.
A noteworthy public service endeavor deserving of mention is the
project aimed at providing aid to the affected individuals impacted
by the tsunami that struck southern Thailand in 2004. It also
functioned as an exemplar for subsequent endeavors, including
the 2019 Making the Sea Turtle Troopers Project, which aimed to
promote coastal landscape preservation.
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36




AAU25+

One of the faculty members who traveled to assist the victims of
the tsunami at the time, Ajarn Kraipol Jayanetra, said that a group
of AAU students and faculty collaborated with other universities
on a project to assist in the construction of permanent housing for
the Moken people in the vicinity of Ban Thung Wa, Takua Pa District,
Phang Nga Province. Under the auspices of the Association of
Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage, the project was coordi-
nated, with AAU students tasked with surveying, doing measure
work, designing the layout for the area, and presenting a preliminary
plan to the community. Ajarn Kraipol further stated that during
that period, students exerted significant effort. Yet, the experience
was enjoyable, educational, and enlightening regarding design work
that must collaborate with communities during times of crisis and
fulfill their needs.
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An additional endeavor that shall persist in its pursuit of conserving
and restoring coastal environments is the Making the Sea Turtle
Troopers Project in 2019, which undertook garbage collection and
trash bin design. The activities were incorporated into restoring
and installing the shoreline area in Sattahip District, Ao Dongtan,
Chonburi Province. Ajarn Benjarit Nimboonchaj explained that before
designing the trash bin through interpretation, which conveyed tales
of “sea turtles” in various forms, more than thirty students surveyed
the area and gathered trash around the seashore. Installation to
occur in the area to promote and solicit the importance of appro-
priate waste disposal. Ajarn Benjarit stated, “The main purpose of
our activities is to allow our students to see how knowledge learned
in the classroom can be used to benefit the public.”
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“We must now provide
students with education
that goes beyond archi-
tecture. At the same time,
we must foster students’
passion. It is necessary

to provide more than just
design instruction. So we
must take them outside to
explore new things that
will be more motivating
than before until they are
inspired. As aresult, today’s
teaching approach is more
of a coach than a teacher.
We could even be life
coaches who can instruct
them.”
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Canyou share the relationships or stories
that are your good memories of what
happened between seniors and juniors
atthe AAU?

It was probably when they came together
to help create a model. When working on a
design during my second year, we had a group
of juniors work together to cut wood. This
piece is extremely intricate. The big model
site was over 5 meters in size, and we had
recreated almost the entire Hua Lamphong
Station with precise details, including the
railway sleepers. Those juniors were close with
us and came to help, and that night there was
an accidental power outage. So we lit candles
and continued working on the model. It was a
very fun and unforgettable atmosphere.

How does AAU’s international curriculum
assist you in traveling to study abroad?

To begin with, AAU is an international campus
in and of itself, and the teaching and learning
environment of the entire university contri-
butes to its internationality through the diver-
sity of the students’ races. As a result, when
we travel to study abroad, we are pretty com-
fortable with such an environment. And, at
the moment, the proportion of international
students at AAU is even higher than that of
Thai students. Furthermore, the teaching
emphasizes on English teaching materials.
It can help us improve more readily in this
part, because we have been dealing with it
for more than 5 years.

How do you conduct or show yourself in class
and out of class as a professor who is also
an alumni and a senior at AAU?

Actually, individuals who are the same age or
in the same class as us will still recognize us
as seniors. It won’t make a difference if we act
like seniors, but the roles and obligations are
different. Giving assistance or doing anything
is similar to being a teacher. This is due to
AAU’s holistic teaching style. Rather than
lecturers, we present ourselves as coaches.
The positioning may differ because it differs
from that of senior alumni who come to assist.
When it comes to grading, one must stay
neutral and fair. And as the generations grow
apart, we will see that we are becoming less
senior. However, | believe our teaching
approaches will remain unchanged.
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Asst. Prof. Dr. Sanphawat
Jatupatwarangkul

AAU Faculty Member
2004-Present

Digital Practice Leader
Thailand, Aurecon Consulting
Thailand

AR3

After completing a bachelor’s degree,
Asst. Prof. Dr. Sanphawat Jatupatwa-
rangkul was awarded a scholarship by the
AAU to pursue a doctorate degree at the
University of Hawaii, United States, before
returning as a faculty member. Due to his
expertise in BIM and CIM, he is frequently
invited to serve as a consultant and special
lecturer, and he is currently lecturing at

a number of educational institutions and
organizations. In addition to being a leader
in digital practice in Thailand for Orecon
Consulting Co., Ltd., he devotes time to
public and professional activities. He is
the founder of BIM Club Thailand and the
head of the Building Information Modeling
Association’s Standards and Executive
Committee (Thai BIM Association).
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“What impresses me
the mostis the love and
harmony. Pve seen the
seniors here, some of
them are now firm or
business owners. They
return and invite their
juniors to join them in
their work. Students are
invited to collaborate
with them in non-archi-
tecture and design jobs,
such as film-related
work. Juniors are
always encouraged

to join them.”
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Pinit Klomkliang
Faculty Staff
Printing Room
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Khun Phinit, or what everyone calls Pee
Jean, has been working with AAU since its
inception. Before that, Pee Jean worked
for an architecture firm and had been an
expert in architecture drafting for more
than 10 years. During the early days when
AAU was still located at Hua Mak Campus,
Pee Jean would perform all service duties,
from document work to taking care of
the classroom, printing room, computer
room, workshop room, working as a
teaching assistant on the AutoCAD
program, and other student activities
assistants as assigned. Up to now, Pee
Jean has been working with AAU for over
25 years.
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‘| realized the value
of education and
practice, particularly
with architecture
students, who could
never have predicted
how their work would
turn out if their plans
were employed in
building on a one-to-
one scale. This re-
sulted in the start
of a modest bam-

boo-based project
called Sala.”
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How did the “AAU Design-Build Project”
start?

My interest inspired me to work with the
community. Later, as lecturer, we often en-
counter situations where some students are
interested in studying and others are not.
Or, after the exam, the knowledge or what
they have learned seems to have faded from
their minds. So | realized the importance of
education and practice, especially with archi-
tecture students, who would never have
imagined how their work would turn out if
their designs were used in construction on a
one-to-one scale. This led to the beginning
of a small project called Sala, which was made
from bamboo.

What will students get from participating
in the project besides working and studying
outside the classroom?

Apart from those, what they got was building
relationships among fellow students, teachers,
and people in the communities in which they
learn. Moreover, there is also the matter of
living and learning to exchange cultures.

Can you share an example of an implemented
project that impressed you?

Probably a project that we have worked on
with the community at the Thai Hilltribe
Community Learning Center, “Mae Fah Luang,”
Phi Pan Tai Village, Omkoi, Chiang Mai. We
first started with the foundation and were
followed by collaborations among AAU
students, teachers, and community members,
including other partnerships from different
universities that later helped complete the
project.

You have laid a good foundation and already
seen the possibility of the project. How will
it be in the future?

AAU has implemented the activities we used
to do during the summer break into one of
the courses, which will help build student
credit. And if ready in all aspects, | have the
idea of setting up a studio in each area to
disseminate knowledge, including continuous
and sustainable development.
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Karan Paibullert

AAU Faculty Member
2003-2023

Chairperson of the Architecture
Department

2004-2007

Ajarn Karan Paibullert, or Ajarn Big, as he
is affectionately known, graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in architecture from
the University of Southern California,
Los Angeles, and a master’s degree in
advanced architecture design (AAD) from
Columbia University, New York, USA. He
has experience working as an architect
in both the United States and Thailand.
Ajarn Big joined Assumption University’s
School of Architecture and Design in 2003
and served as Head of the Department
of Architecture from 2004 to 2007. He
instilled in students the experience and
understanding of contributing to society,
which is essential to studying architecture.
Ajarn Big founded the AAU-Design Built
Lab in 2015 as a subsidiary of AAU to pro-
vide opportunities for students to apply
classroom knowledge to design and con-
struct simple structures to serve society
and the community through a variety of
public benefit initiatives.

81315815 UA ”quamaﬂ Miammnmu
Bendn 01915800 §15annsAnEsTAL
USoaes awaailaenssy ain University
of Southern California, Los Angeles wag
USaln Tua1v1 Advanced Architecture
Design (AAD) 31n Columbia University,
New York ansgaiLusni e191560nd
Use m.m']smm‘smmmﬁuamﬂunmiu
UstinmanigolEninazyse welng Tt
WA, 2546 e1asEinEnINAmzanne-
NITUAAASTUAZNNTRONUUY NAINENRE
SRANTTY (AAU) WATASIAIUAUIRININ
MmeTandnenssusewingd w.a. 2547-
2550 tiegnillsindnmléfiuszaunisol
wazANAsEMINGINIsTedeAnT oy
‘Uiiil‘)jumﬂﬂ’]iLiﬂuﬁﬂ’l‘ﬂcﬂﬂﬂiim mmm
umianam AAU-Design Built Lab mu
Tl w.a. 2558 Fadumiisiugeses
AAU L‘WﬂL‘Uﬂiaﬂﬂﬁlﬂuﬂﬁﬂwﬂﬂuﬁﬂ’ﬂN‘é
lwinaSauliszgndldlumseanuuy uaz
deadsenmsegnedng o ietiemaediny
uazdsLasuNTy Hiulpsinisansisme
Uselamiang 9 wnune



25 STORIES

Spirit of
the Eas

2005

The Asian Coalition for Architecture and
Urbanism (ACAU) was founded in 2005 by the
University of Seoul and four other prominent
universities from ASEAN nations. In 2009,
AAU organized events on the Saen Saep
Canal, which included the participation of
more than 70 students and faculty members.

The Asian Coalition for Architecture and Urbanism (ACAU) was
founded in 2005 by the University of Seoul and four other prominent
universities from ASEAN nations. In 2009, AAU organized events
on the Saen Saep Canal, which included the participation of more
than 70 students and faculty members. As an initiative, extending
invitations to prominent universities situated in pivotal locations
across ASEAN nations to partake. Assumption University’s School
of Architecture and Design was privileged to be among the five
founding members of a collaborative workshop on the intersection
of architecture and urbanism. The other founding members were
the University of Seoul, the National University of Singapore, the
University of Hong Kong, and Tongji University. Asst.Prof. Prima
Viriyavadhana illustrates the establishment’s objectives. “The
objective of this collaborative endeavor was to provide students
with the chance to broaden their understanding of urbanization
by examining it in a variety of contexts as it pertains to ASEAN
countries, as opposed to from a Western perspective.”
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AAU was bestowed with the privilege of hosting activities in 2009.
Under the narrative of the Saen Saep Canal, with the overarching
theme of “Re-engaging Urban Canal,” over seventy students and
faculty from member universities participated in the presentation.
Guest lecturers from other institutions across the nation were
present at the lectures, where they provided critique and sugges-
tions on design work generated during workshop activities.
Neelapat Posuwattanakul AAU’s AR 10 student, one of the students
who participated in that activity, expressed her thoughts on the
experience of collaborating with others. She noted that she gained
valuable insights from both AAU peers and “friends from afar,”
which can be regarded as a knowledge exchange that has enhanced
her professional aptitude. According to Neelapat, “The ACAU work-
shop activity has opened many doors that truly open her up to
learning and growing to work in the wider world.”
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Asst.Prof Prima concluded her remarks concerning the project’s
achievements by asserting that it not only fosters the development
of students’ critical thinking abilities to incorporate a wide range
of knowledge perspectives but also creates a professional network
through which faculty and students from esteemed universities
can acknowledge the potential of the ideas and endeavors of the
student groups. Ultimately, this network may serve as a facilitator
for the student organizations involved in the personnel recruitment
process. As in the case of Neelapat, who participated in this activity
for the first time, and with the resulting network of relationships,
she had the opportunity to attend another workshop in Korea.
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A World
of Design

Y
©
©
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AAU encourages students’ continuous
learning through field trips to design-related
buildings and exhibitions abroad, with the
first trip in 2010 to Shanghai. AAU continues
to expand learning capacity and stay updated
with industry trends.

AAU considers students’ never-ending learning. As a result, AAU’s
mission was expanded to encompass education outside the class-
room. AAU supports the organization of educational activities
outside the classroom, such as field trips to visit architecture and
buildings that are important and interesting to the knowledge of
design abroad, as well as attending various important architecture
and design exhibitions and events.
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Ajarn Akarawoot Rajtborirak described the first international field
trip activity, which took a group of students from AAU to Shanghai,
China, in 2010. At that time, students will see design challenges,
innovations, how modern technology can be applied, and ongoing
topics and trends in the world, all of which can be incorporated
and applied in design, in addition to what they learned from their
studies from visiting buildings constructed in different countries.
AAU students will be able to absorb and comprehend the innova-
tions driving the expo’s debates.

In the years since, ongoing attempts have been made to expand
learning capacity and keep up with the design industry. Whether
taking students to the Yeosu Expo in Korea in 2012 or visiting
museums and architecture in Japan in 2014, all of which received
positive feedback from students who participated in the activities,
it also creates an impression and knowledge that the student group
overwhelmingly reflects.

’rﬂ’l’“ﬁ’iil’rﬂﬂi’]'wu FAUIINY NAUEINIINAINTTNNT AU AUANs U5 LVIﬂﬂiﬁLLiﬂ‘Vl
Lmumawmauuﬂﬂﬂwmm anilnanTIuLAL ﬂ"li@’rﬂmLUUVLULEIEINGDNNVWSiN World Expo 4
LN@GLGﬂﬂﬂVLE‘J dsznaau Tudl w.e. 2553 Iuﬂﬁ\‘iuuuaﬂﬁ’lﬂE‘NVI‘LM]ﬂﬂ‘tﬂ’ﬂ)“’iﬂﬁﬂui’%’mﬂﬁ’iﬂmﬂ"l
mammimﬂmummmma mamamwwumaaﬁi AN °) 10 mniﬂmmuuﬂﬂﬂmn%
Wiieanuytmelunisesnuuy winnssu wmiuiaammwuauwmmmmuh 0D
Uszinumdauay miumwiaﬂmmwwm anmmmaammﬂiﬁumﬁaammu nanAe
uﬂﬂm:n’aazmmmﬁnmuLLa:mWLUﬂum'mmwmmauwmmaﬂmﬂumaiuwnﬁmaﬂmﬂ

luflsio 9 11 Anizy SasinisdnfanssuidationdariudnsnmmmsiFeusliviniuanuily
sungeaniuuradtan lddrasidunisisindnsluidnsiusuluavngsy Yeosu Expo o
Yszneanva Wl we. 2555 saufenisifenouins e wazaoidlaonssy o Uszna
muuiuﬁ ./, 2557 wawmmuimumimamummmﬂﬂmmmﬁmaﬂﬁmﬁuamm
Snisnainduanudseiulauay aa@mwmwa YieunauannguinAnsetadunay

61



25 STORIES

Opening
Ceremony
of the AAU
Suvarnabhumi
Campus

2010

The School of Architecture relocated from the
“St.Louis” Building to the Suvarnabhumi Campusin
May 2008. The name was officially changed in
December 2011 and was officially concluded when
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
presided over the building’s opening ceremony.

u;u 111 | ' )
i

Assumption University’s School of Architecture was relocated from
the “St.Louis” building on Hua Mak Campus to the “Monfort del
Rosario School of Architecture and Design” building on Suvarnabhumi
Campus since 26 May 2008. This relocation was concluded officially
in December 2011, when Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn presided over the building’s opening ceremony.
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Ajarn Vasin Thammanuban added that the faculty’s name was
changed from “School of Architecture” to “School of Architecture
and Design” on this occasion. According to university tradition,
the addition of the saint’s name “Monfort del Rosario” to the
commencement of the group’s name.

Ajarn Vasin added that the AAU building inauguration ceremony
included continuous activities such as book publishing, seminar
activities, and an exhibition showcasing the work of students from
various years under the theme “Absolute Assumption.” As for the
exhibition, there is division, curation, and integration work, bringing
together the knowledge of instructors and students from all
departments to create an engaging display that took more than
ayearto prepare.
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According to Ajarn Nattapol Suphawong, a member of the organizing
faculty and curator of the “Interactive Features” exhibition section,
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn was interested
in observing the works in every section of the exhibition at the time.
She also participated in every activity of the “Interactive Features”
exhibition. Furthermore, due to the format of the activities and the
ongoing exhibitions, the faculty members, staff, and students from
other faculties on the Assumption University Suvarnabhumi Campus
were attracted to and presented with interesting designs of the
various exhibitions displayed under the new hall, which has a unique
structure.
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T Is For
Together

I
©
=i

201

AR13 students at AAU started an initiative

to help flood victims, giving t-shirts, music,
contributions, and survival packs, as well as
sending monies to the Chaipattana Founda-
tion for additional assistance.

Due to the 2011 flood, the AAU has delayed the start of the semester
twice from the intended date. At the time, the AR13 student group
was looking for ways to support flood victims. It began with a
group of students, comprising seniors and juniors, volunteering at
the Rajamangala National Stadium. They began the project “AAU
| Let’s join together to help flood | We shall pass together,” which
included designing t-shirt patterns and screens for distribution,
as well as playing music and accepting donations in various areas
throughout Bangkok to help victims of this disaster and giving to
the primary philanthropic fund, including numerous organizations
and gifts as expenses to the Assumption University Student
Organization in disaster relief and rehabilitation. Furthermore, as
part of this mission, the AAU Student Volunteer Group organized
a variety of events, including filling out EM Ball microorganisms
and traveling to the area to assist in the delivery of survival packs,
in collaboration with other volunteer organizations in Bangkok
and Lopburi province. With the positive response from the distri-
bution of specially designed t-shirts for fundraising on this occa-
sion, the AR13 student committee, including faculty, donated all
remaining funds to the Chaipattana Foundation so that the funds
could be used to continue helping others in accordance with the
Foundation’s goals.
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“We were taught in

class that even 0.5 cm
or 1 cm of design work

will effect the users’
convenience and
comfort, and | will
never forget it. Even
the smallest details
can have animpact
on the larger picture.
It allows us to be
diligent in our work
and to see allotted
tasks from every
angle.”
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Pitchthida Panupattanapong
Executive Director

Synphaet Hospital Group
AR9
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After graduating, Pitchthida expanded
her field of study in MSc Facilities Manage-
ment at Bartlett School, University College
London, and experienced diverse work at
both the interior design and company
management levels. Currently, she extends
her management and creativity skills by
running a marketing and facilities team
for one of the leading private hospital
groups in Thailand.
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“We learn to think systema-

tically at AAU. When designing
something, could be anything,

the process begins with

research, followed by the iden-

tification of a purpose, the

creation of conceptual designs,

the creation of a study model,
a mock-up, and then the
beginning of the final phase.
Over the course of four or
five years in school, we were
trained and instructed to
perform this task repeatedly.
It teaches and reinforces

our way of thinking in order
to acquire a design process
that can be implemented

in real practice.”
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Shintorn Arthasarnprasit

Brand Communication Manager
SEE JORAKAY

AR15
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Graduating from Assumption University
in 2016 with a Bachelor’s degree in
Product Design, Shintorn Arthasarnprasit
embarked on a culinary journey by enrolling
in Le Cordon Bleu Culinary School. After
that, His academic pursuits led him to
Manchester Metropolitan University in
Manchester, England, where he earned

a Master’s degree in Marketing. With a
background in architectural school and
newfound skill in marketing, Shintorn
carved a unique career path that combines
design and marketing. Presently, Shintorn
holds a pivotal role as the steward of
branding and strategic direction at Jorakay
Corporation Company Limited.
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igher
and Higher

20172

The Vertical Competition aims to foster collabora-
tion among AAU students by presenting collabora-
tive projects based on yearly themes. It encourages
creativity, challenges, and openness to new creative
formats, highlighting students’ design potential and
laying the groundwork for future classroom and
professional developments.

The Vertical Competition was initiated with the intention of
encouraging students within the School of Architecture and Design
at Assumption University to strengthen relationships between
different year levels and departments through collaborative design
projects based on yearly-changing themes. The presentation in
the competition also provides students with the opportunity to
develop their creativity in terms of design concepts to meet the
challenge and to be completely open to new and original creative
formats, which vary from year to year. Ajarn Piyanat Dabbhasuta
narrated the origin and one of the most memorable Vertical Com-
petition challenges of all time under the theme “sound builders,”
which surpassed the faculty members’ expectations in terms of
prepared ideas and presentation formats. In addition, the set de-
sign was exceptional and engaging.
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Ajarn Runda Aduldejcharas, who is in charge of organizing the event
with the theme “Go Glow,” which is the only Vertical Competition
event held at night, described the special activities when the brief
required students to design a combination of colorful lighting and
music to create a space and attraction at night. The students pre-
sented their work in a variety of engaging formats, and the instructor
team also participated in the related performance activities. Ajarn
Runda emphasized that the event that year was distinctive because
not only was it held at night, but it was also a collaborative and
incorporated effort between instructors and students.

Each year, the Vertical Competition assists in highlighting and
expanding the design potential of students. It also encourages
innovative and appealing presentations, thereby providing the
groundwork for initiatives that can support numerous future
developments in the classroom and in professional practice.
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Building
Partnership

2@

AAU had organized international academic
cooperation with two universities in Germany.
The collaboration has helped in the flow of
knowledge in sustainable design and broa-
dened experiences for AAU students globally.

N
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The workshop and international academic cooperation were
organized by the School of Architecture and Design at Assumption
University in association with Hochschule Wismar University
and Neubrandenburg University of Applied Sciences in Germany.
According to Asst. Prof. Jaturont Boonla-or, who spoke about the
project’s origins, AAU led a group of students and teachers to
travel to Germany to participate and research. Since then, the
three universities have continued to travel each year to arrange
activities and exchange students through specific courses, resulting
to the signing of an MOU. Assoc. Prof. Jaturont further stated that
this collaboration has aided in the flow of knowledge in a variety of
areas, particularly in the area of sustainable design. It also broadens
experiences and offers doors for AAU students on a global scale.

83







AAU25+

N3UTE Bl URNsuaTANNTINETENITINITITALUIUITIG Tnsamzandaensan-
FNEASLAZNITOONLUY NN INENAUBAANTY TINADNMINeNa8 Hochschule Wismar uaz
UW1INeNa8 Neubrandenburg University of Applied Sciences ;«nnﬂi:mmﬂaiuﬂ %ﬁl&l%u’«nﬂ
nsdndszgudfiinisuazmaisunisaeusiuiu laeluasousn AAU Idhanztindnm
wazannsedumdliididnuasimifnm o Ussmeeosuil ia. 1q5ud yoaee a0

amsumwuaﬂmdms %mmnuumiuuma“ﬁnmumimumﬂﬁﬁmﬂ’«msima suaniasy
inAnmszmiamingdedungdnidaiuamzetddeiiies na muﬂﬁammamu
AN MOU $INAUSTUINAINNATINGISY WA, 9165Usl FuanAuinit deanu
i’muau’%mammﬁulwmmmmanLﬁaauammmé‘lu%mﬂwmwm Tnalanizasiabslu
Uszifiu Sustainable Design 8nvedaiasuaiiaszaunsninag DayuneslinivinAnmves

AAU Tuszabunwmfene

86

25 STORIES

87



AAU25+ 25 STORIES

88 89



AAU25+ 25 STORIES

AAU was proud to host an event commemorating the 4th anniver-
sary of this connection in 2017, with an international workshop on
the topic “Hyper Bamboo | Kinetic Facade.” The faculty member
in charge of supervising the activity, Asst. Prof. Dr. Sanphawat
Jatupatwarangkul, continued, “At that time, more than 48 students
from AAU and two universities in Germany, as well as more than ten
faculty members, participated.” We prepared a bamboo workshop
and invited bamboo suppliers to attend. We went on a field trip to
see the Arsom Silp Institute and various bamboo-built structures.
The program concluded with the installation of a bamboo facade.”
This exercise was thus regarded as an exchange of bamboo-specific
knowledge, which was subsequently extended with additional
knowledge from students and teachers from Germany, resulting in
the participants learning about possibilities that exceeded the
original framework of understanding.
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“One thing | learned
while studying at AAU

is the entrepreneurial
mindset, which is a set
of ideas that gives us
the confidence to go out
and do our own thing,
learning to start new
things on your own
without first working
somewhere else. Perhaps
it’s because the courses
here include manage-
ment and marketing
classes, which bring us
closer to the business
world.”
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Jitsupang Wiratchaditchapong
Managing Director,

After Design Studio

AR13
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Ja obtained her degree from the Interior
Design department at AAU, which empha-
sizes branding and business develop-
ment, during which time she cultivated
entrepreneurial aspirations. As a result,
she formed an alliance with a group of
friends and established her own interior
design firm, there she worked on a variety
of projects across different scales: residen-
tial, which emphasized exceptional quality
and meticulousness to reflect the resi-
dents’ individuality to the fullest, and
commercial, which focused on highlighting
the that brand’s distinctiveness.
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“The definition of suc-
cess varies, depending
on the individual and
the environment. Since
each person is different,
neither their success
nor how they appear
will be the same.
Furthermore, it need
not be the same. It
always requires a vari-
able length of time.
Prioritizing the notion
of success over yourself
and achievement within
our own situation s
crucial.”
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What motivated you to launch your own
successful brand?

I am a photographer who has worked in media
and production before returning to work
as a designer for many years. It was my first
introduction to the material distribution
industry in our country. | identified two major
gaps at the time: what we needed as designers
and a scarcity of people prepared to take the
risk of manufacturing an unknown material
and a brand new brand in the materials
industry and presenting it to the market in
the most modern way. | see these points as
important for startups.

I want to be the kind of materials company
we want to be as media issuers and creators
from the first day of brand launch. This
concept provided us with our own distinct
direction in developing the brand. Because
we incorporated our own demands, values,
and ethics into the brand, we were able to
significantly influence the material distri-
bution sector. We place ourselves in the
material industry rather than the other
way around.

How does your involvement at the AAU
influence how you think and learn outside
of the classroom?

| see those activities as an opportunity to
practice many soft skills before entering
the professional world, whether it’s public
speaking, leadership, communication, goal
achievement, or managing sentiments for
yourself and others. | recall every success
and every failure during my AAU activities
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during the school year. This means we learn
to know ourselves well enough to improve
and evolve as we grow older. These soft
talents are critical in the commercial world.
It enabled me to adjust to the working envi-
ronment and launch my business immediately
after college.

Do you have any recommendations for
young people who desire to build their own
successful brand? How should they begin?

I believe the first door on this topic is design
thinking. If you decide to attend this school,
keep in mind that the most useful thing is
this door. Design thinking is one of the soft
skills that will benefit us in many aspects
of our careers. However, starting a firm on
your own necessitates a wide range of hard
skills, which architecture and design school
provides opportunities for as well as years
of experience both inside and outside of
the classroom. Opportunities like these will
become increasingly scarce in the working
world, so don’t pass them up. It is preferable
to be able to perform ten things with one
skill rather than ten skills to do one. Today’s
concept of a specialist is far more varied and
broad.

Another critical difficulty is defining success.
Each person’s background and costs are
unique. As a result, each person’s success
is not the same, and it doesn’t have to be.
What matters is that it does not take the
same length of time, so we must set a broader
definition of success and then concentrate
on ourselves and attain it according to our
own definition.
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President,
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Supee started a career in design and
worked in media the first year after gradua-
tion. From there, he founded Studio Nomad
for design and Matdeep Company to sell
innovative materials under brands such as
Stonesurface. The organization has evolved
from solely importing and distributing
to creating and developing materials.
Currently, he is still managing both com-
panies and working as a professional
photographer at the same time.
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The Creative Learning Pavilion project is an
effort that seeks to enrich the knowledge and
foster creativity of architecture students.
It was initially conceived as a recreational
activity during summer breaks.

“We recognized the value of education and practice, particularly with
architecture students who could never have imagined how their
work would turn out if their designs were used in construction on
a one-to-one scale.” This resulted in the launch of Sala, a modest
bamboo-based initiative. Ajarn Karan Paibullert once discussed the
beginnings of the undertaking. It refers to the concept of fostering
knowledge development outside of the classroom in order to adapt
to design while continuing actual practice and creativity. This funda-
mental idea is reinforced throughout the Design-Build project’s
dynamic framework.
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The Creative Learning Pavilion Project was then developed to foster
the growth of theoretical knowledge in the classroom, enabling
students to apply and implement the design in real-world scenarios.
The notion of “Design Built” emphasizes the dynamic progression
from gathering over summer vacation to focusing on knowledge
development and fostering creativity via design and architecture.
Even today, it continues to be incorporated into the educational
curriculum. The Creative Learning Pavilion project is an outcome
of the above ideas and was commenced through the design and
efforts of three student interns. Before establishing a network of
intergenerational connections, facilitating the exchange and trans-
mission of expertise and knowledge, and establishing a semi-per-
manent experimental space, it is crucial to lay the groundwork for
fostering a continuous flow of diverse ideas and projects in the
future.

1A54n15 Creative Learning Pavilion ?NLﬁmﬁumnLLmﬁmﬁ%ﬁuLﬂﬁlaudamfsumsmﬁwmﬂ
ma‘ummmﬂmwmﬁmmuumﬁﬁmmﬂuumLﬁﬂu TWanunsausudszyndgnisesnuuy Aoiin
"Lﬂnumimmaﬂguma a¥9iuase uumumnammmnmmuumﬂimnﬁau ‘Design Built”

smmaaulmamwwmm mnmwmamsmmaﬂuamu nan‘simmmmummmﬂqmau
Lwamwmmammwmua AUIUNNTAFIATTAENIUIIUDDNUULLAZ AT AENTTN NTEN

ﬁluﬁ%uun%mﬁmuﬁmmmuﬂumnammﬁﬂnm Tasinsmainisiseusasiassasuiu
maamqmummﬂiwaﬂm‘smmulmﬁmumnmsaammuua mmwmunmnwmnmu
auau neusensoaauduA3ag1oANNANNUSTENIITURTUBY nsuanuwasuuazdoe
NBeaIAnINg atm"LaJmﬂaiwmmﬂuwummmaaammﬁ amﬂummmammwma

a‘siﬂmmm maﬂmuimﬂwmﬂmmﬂmmwuﬂmmimamsma 9 ”Lummmnmmama
faiiln

102

25 STORIES

103



AAU25+

Ajarn Benjarit Nimboonchaj, the instructor who supervised the
project, expressed his observations of the event, highlighted by a
spontaneous atmosphere of collaboration during the construction
workshop held over the summer break. Following the lecture’s con-
clusion, numerous students volunteered to assist in various tasks,
including digging the soil and harvesting bamboo for construction.
Hence, this activity has the potential to attract both engaged and
unengaged individuals to actively partake in operations and inter-
actions to a greater extent than initially anticipated.

Wiphawee Khooaroon, a student from AR15 at AAU, is one of the
participants in this project. She expressed herimmense pride in
her involvement in the project, highlighting that it was the first
project she managed and oversaw from inception to completion.
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Furthermore, she single-handedly completed all the tasks, ranging
from sieving soil to blending cement to trimming bamboo. Wiphawee
also underscores the knowledge she has acquired. The project taught
her valuable skills such as the planning process, creating realistic
design concepts within a short timeframe, and collaborating with
others. These abilities are still applicable to her present professional
activity.

Ultimately, the bamboo pavilion transformed into an architectural
space that showcased the technical aspects of woodworking, the
practical application of classroom knowledge, and the inherent con-
straints of real-world implementation. It also explored the potential
connection between design thinking and the process facilitating
such thinking. Additionally, the pavilion featured a versatile public
space that welcomed and encouraged public use.
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Project on
the City

2017

AAU, Pathai Social Enterprise, and SPARC collaborate
to enhance Bangkok’s environmental development
and city problem-solving through community service
integration. Students participate in field data
collection, facility development, and streetwalk
exhibitions.

Under the auspices of the partnership between AAU, Pathai Social
Enterprise, and Sustainable Promotion Alliance for Responsible
Creations (SPARC), a group of allies united by the desire to see a
better Bangkok with improvements in environmental development
and participation in city problem-solving with government and
private organizations as partners.
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This collaboration endeavor began in 2015. AAU has made com-
munity service one of its divisions and integrated it into the instruc-
tion and learning of numerous subjects. As part of their coursework
in urban planning and architectural design, AAU students parti-
cipated in field data collection. In conclusion, the students developed
and presented ideas regarding the possibility of various facilities
in the Phaya Thai district as a result of various urban development
projects.
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In addition, student designs on the topic of developing streetwalks
participated in an exhibition at the Ari Fairground, which garnered
positive visitor feedback. This collaborative project has provided
AAU students with opportunities to learn and develop skills for
efficient and comprehensive work processes through practical case
studies on real areas and problems, from conception to implemen-
tation, the formulation of concrete design concepts, and the
presentation of a public exhibition. It also leads to an interaction
between the work and the thoughts of the area’s users, which helps
to return results and reflect on various sections so that they can
develop further in terms of student performance and potential.

_Lifestyle Social Hub
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“AAU pushed us to con-
sider every detail and
aspect. And, in order to
design a solution, you
must first examine the
problem. This knowledge
stems from numerous
classes that we stud-
ied, particularly design
classes that encourage
looking at things from
different perspectives,
whether application or
commercial distribu-
tion, which | believe is a
unique and noteworthy
approach of the AAU.”
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What is the most significant knowledge
you have gained from your studies at AAU
and put to use in your own business?

I believe it is necessary to examine the design
work in all dimensions. and coming up with
innovative solutions. When | was at AAU, the
school sought to force us to consider every
facet and aspect. And, in order to build a
solution, begin by examining the problem.
This knowledge is derived from several dis-
ciplines that we studied, particularly design
classes that encourage looking at things in
different aspects, whether application or
business distribution, which | believe is a
unique and remarkable aspect of the AAU.

What AAU principles and ideas have affected
your decision to develop your company’s
service strategy in various areas?
Openness and diversity. Diversity in this
context suggests that there was diversity

in numerous areas that were gathered
together while studying at the AAU. We have
many foreign lecturers or students, and as
aresult, we are always open. It teaches us
to understand both people and language,
even in our university classes or curriculum
university classes that teach areas other
than design, such as law. There is also the
issue of new ideas on architectural design,
which, in my opinion, determines the type
of organization that focuses on understand-
ing people’s diversity. The perspective

that we have acquired is that “every life,
every place, has various needs and different
needs.”

What we learned at the AAU was really broad
and open. Open in the sense that there is
no right or wrong, and open to hearing various
points of view. As a result, it gives us the
impression that anything we imagine is con-
ceivable. | did a lot of experimental work
while at AAU. Personally, | believe that if
the curriculum is open and allows learners
to experiment, they won’t feel opposed. This
was the energy and driving force that kept
us innovative up to the present day. It also
has an impact on our company’s work, which
is open to all opinions in all sectors and then
combines those opinions to produce a project.

What are your thoughts on the variations
in strengths and exceptional qualities
between students of your generation and
current students?

It may be about using tools to execute your
job well and in a number of ways. My genera-
tion was taught to only utilize a few tools.
They only utilize a pen, pencil, cutter, and
drafting table, however we believe that today
students are good at using tools, such as
iPads to write, sketch, and render to present
their work. A CNC model cutting machine is
sometimes used to help with the process.
So this could be the deciding factor. Using
decent tools allows you to work more quickly.

How do you envision the AAU in the future?
In order to adapt to technological improve-
ments, in what direction will it be led in the
future?

Perhaps the school can reflect on the funda-
mentals of humanity and focus more on
human concepts. In the future, as techno-
logy advances, | believe the value of human
beings may diminish. However, | also believe
that good architecture must be grounded
in human understanding. Therefore, | would
like schools to emphasize the human touch,
as it is something technology cannot
replicate.
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Piyapak Vatanasrimongkol
Co-founder and Design Director,
Studio PLP Co., Ltd.
Archiculture Inter Group Co., Ltd.
AR1

Piyapak’s professional life began after she
graduated from AAU, when she worked
for a production company as a production
assistant while also freelancing on con-
struction drawings for several years. She
has been running her design firm since
2014, focusing on “people, life, and place”,
as the core of her meaningful work and her
passion for creating a useful, aesthetic,
and balanced environment. She intends
to merge the art of construction into
architecture with her interest in tectonic
architecture to create a healthy living
environment.
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“The first is a mindset,
and the secondis a
professional skillset—
having an independent
working style where
we don’t necessarily
sit and work together
but at some point will
do so. Because there
will be arange of ideas
and management,

we can see that people
who are capable of
doing that will be
better suited for
future work.”
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Holistic Lighting Architect
and Perception Psychology
Consultant
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You are an AAU first-generation student.
What gives you confidence in the School,
which was only recently formed, and why
did you choose to study at the time?

It is first and foremost my faith in St. Gabriel.
I was admitted to a state university for inter-
national program as well, but with a family
history that includes a father who graduated
from St. Gabriel and a grandfather who
graduated from Assumption, | have faith in
the teaching and learning of Assumption’s
great language. Furthermore, the family’s
faith in pushing to attend this university is
also a crucial factor.

Any concepts derived from the study at
the AAU that have molded into your work
ethos?

I think it’s a matter of openness. When anyone
thinks of Assumption University, they might
first think about business. And the course
itself allows us to study with other faculties,
together with faculty and students of various
nationalities. Even then, it wasn’t as diverse
as now. and with the fact that we have studied
with friends from different faculties as well
as having friends who are foreigners. It allows
us to realize openness in many areas, including
beliefs. or something that belongs to a parti-
cular group of people. We will be able to share.
It’s about being open to accepting this diver-
sity, so that when used in our work, we will
be open-minded and accept customers

or colleagues wider, which is not so-called
self-centering or thinking of yourself as the
core of the world itself.

What do you expect the AAU to do in the
future in response to the rising professional
market, as a specialist entrepreneur?

The mindset comes first and foremost, in
my opinion. Mindset is a tremendously vast
subject. It’s not just about our careers; when
we are in the professional world, we’ll en-
counter many different people and have
access to a lot of knowledge. Before drawing
any conclusions, we should listen with an
open mind. Before making any decisions, be
respectful of one another, curious to learn
new things, and open-minded. All professions
should have this at their core. Second,

| anticipate that business owners will begin
to alter how people do their jobs in the future.
It's not like the business is owned by a single
individual and employs young people. Each
person might function as a mini-business.
We might not physically sit and work together.
A person will have a larger array of work
abilities than professionals, including time
management, interpersonal communication,
and environmental concerns. We will also
work in a more open setting. Simply put,
the first is a mindset, and the second is a
professional skillset—having an independent
working style where we don’t necessarily sit
and work together but at some point will do
so. Because there will be a range of ideas
and management, we can see that people
who are capable of doing that will be better
suited for future work.
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Pilasinee Rattarangsi
Holistic Lighting Architect
and Perception Psychology
Consultant,

RANGSI ATELIER

AR1

Pila graduated with a Bachelor of Archi-
tecture and a Rector Certificate of Honours
then she continued her studies with a
Master of Arts (Architectural Lighting
Design) at Hochschule Wismar, Germany.
Since 2005, she has worked in the lighting
design and consultant realms for a variety
of both Thai and International projects
such as The Arts of the Kingdom Museum
at Anantasamakhom Throne Hall, The flags
of the Royal Thai Armed Forces Museum,
The Royal Danish Playhouse, The Christ-
mas Town Gothenburg, JW Marriott Hotel
Jaipur, BanyanTree Resort Yangshuo, IKEA
Bangna, Terminal 21 Asoke, InterConti-
nental Hotel Nha Trang, Belga Rooftop
Bar & Brasseries, Longchim Michelin res-
taurant at the Marina Bay Sands, Sofitel
Hotel Sukhumvit and Watthakhanun
Buddhist Museum. Currently, she runs
Rangsi Atelier; her own small and exclusive
holistic studio. She is also a Business
Development Consultant and Guest
Lecturer. In parallel, she is also extending
her holistic approach to the Metaphysics
energy reading and healing.
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“AAU teaching entails
problem analysis, or areas,
and the process of asking
questions in class. Students
and lecturers can both
comment on each other.

| see this as a design process
that shapes us and teaches
us to look around. And when
| started working on urban
issues, which is made up of
many factors that cannot
be done alone, | found it
extremely helpful when you
have to work on an interdis-
ciplinary working model to
analyze different aspects in
order to find multiple solu-
tions to the problem.”
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Churit Kangwanpoom
Architects and Researcher
Co-founder of Punmuang
Company Limited

AR5
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After graduating, Churit continued his
education and began working at the
Department of Architecture for Commu-
nity and Environment of the Arsom Silpa
Institute, where he obtained practical
experience in community development
through the participatory design process.
He subsequently co-founded Punmuang
Company Limited, an organization whose
mission was to promote healthy cities and
urban community revitalization.
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Masterin
Product
e3|gn wi
asio

2017

Product Design students from AAU worked
along with master’s degree students from
Chiba University Japan and Casio designers at
the Casio Incubation Workshop.

Under the “University Industry Collaboration” initiative, the Casio
Incubation Workshop was a collaboration between the School

of Architecture and Design at Assumption University and Casio
Computer Co., Ltd. It has allowed AAU’s Product Design Il and
Product Design lll students and professors to collaborate with
faculty, master’s degree students from Chiba University Japan, and
Casio designers on a market research study model for designing
from the challenge “New products for the youth market.” The
highlight was the workshop, which is a collaborative space for
students from two universities, as well as a crew of designers who
work closely with each group of students. AAU students have the
opportunity to travel to Japan at the conclusion of the project to
present their design work to the Casio Computer Company, as well
as to receive feedback and suggestions from the company’s main
designers and in-house designers.
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This collaboration enabled AAU students to expand their knowledge
through the workshop participation of Casio designers. Obviously,
it was also an excellent opportunity for them to learn, organize, and
develop their design abilities in a variety of areas through hands-on
experience, as well as to study and comprehend Japanese work
culture. The Casio team’s design work was evaluated and com-
mented on in a straightforward manner, which encourages student
groups who participated in the project to develop and empower
themselves and the design thinking process to make it more effec-
tive in the future.
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Better
By Design

III\J

2016

AAU has partnered with brands and manu-
facturers to integrate knowledge and mate-
rials into its Furniture Design course, offering
students production experience and discus-
sions on material use.

AAU has collaborated with brands and manufacturers adhering to
specific guidelines to incorporate knowledge, including ongoing
support for materials, into the Furniture Design course. Students
enrolled in the furniture design course at AAU will learn and gain
production experience working with entrepreneurs. In addition,
they discussed the use of actual materials in the design, which is
consistent with the design profession. Ajarn Piyanat Dabbhasuta,
the lecturer in charge of the course, added that in the very first year,
students displayed their furniture design projects at the school or
simply brought them back. It marked the beginning of an endeavor
to push the furniture design work from the course beyond the
original limitations and into a dialogue with the community and the
general public.
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Ajarn Piyanat added that at first the project was initiated within
the school with outdoor furniture designed to be placed in various
spaces between buildings and later began to expand boundaries
and work with adjacent communities, such as Ban Tawan Mai
Children’s Home. Before joining the Bangkok Design Week, the
initiative was organized continuously in conjunction with public
service and design work for various charitable organizations. Ajarn
Orn-laor Homsettee, another lecturer in charge of the course, explains
that AAU’s policy of direction and objectives in developing design
work for society and the environment prompted the proposal of a
festival project. Each year, students are tasked with designing
furniture under an ever-changing theme. It can inspire work that
is current with the current scenarios and landscape of the design
industry.

Ultimately, it is crucial that AAU students are able to learn and
synthesize a variety of ideas and perspectives through interactions
with others, regardless of how the project evolves. Especially
observing the lifestyles of others. Concurrently, this will strengthen
knowledge based on a multifaceted understanding of reality,
leading to the development of designs that genuinely comprehend
people from multiple perspectives.
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From Trash
to Treasure

2016

Earth us, the thesis project of an AR17
student, endeavors to encourage the reuse
of household refuse materials. In an effort
to counteract plastic waste pollution, she
developed a plastic injection molding
machine of which a prototype was acquired
by a Finnish sustainable design brand and
exhibited during Stockholm Design Week in
2019.

Earth us, furniture and home décor objects upcycled from domestic
plastic waste that may modify the appearance and functionin a
variety of ways, is Jeranun Sivamoklakana’s thesis project at AAU’s
AR 17 Department of Product Design. The project aims to develop a
driving force and raise awareness about the importance of reusing
waste from domestic waste materials to add new value. She began
the project with ideas and blueprints for a plastic injection molding
machine from Precious Plastic, a group of Dutch creatives working
to alleviate the problem of plastic waste pollution.
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“Because the machine’s injection pipe has volume constraints,
it cannot produce large-scale workpieces. As a result, designing
using a Tetris shape with many pieces put together is reasonable,”
Jeranun explained. This resulted in the design of the piece in Tetris
forms. It appears to be a little stairway with a marble-like design,
which she calls “polymarble.” Due to their modular nature, the
patterns can be constructed into a range of furniture and home
décor products, such as vases, lamps, and trays.

Niimaar, a furniture and home decoration brand from Finland that
focuses on sustainable design, saw it and asked to buy a prototype
and bring the work to Earth us after she published pictures and
information about her work on her personal Instagram channel and
Precious Plastic shared them further. It was also on display during
Stockholm Design Week 2019. Later, she expanded on concepts
from her thesis project to establish Doppel, her own line of repur-
posed items made from plastic trash. It is an admirable success in
both environmental product design and business.
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“The ability to
adjust to any job

or work with any
colleagues is essen-
tial. To operate
flexibly in any con-
text, you must
adapt to the envi-
ronment, and when
you do, you are
more likely to work
without ego.”
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Kitti Watchararattanagul
Executive Associate,

PIA interior CO.,LTD

AR1
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Kitti Watchararattanagul began working
as an interior designer at Orbit Design
Studio and executive associate at PIA
Interior after graduating, and he now
has 25 years of design experience both
domestically and overseas, addressing
commercial, retail, master plan, and
hospital design.
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“Even though there
are only two of us

in the company,

we always work
together with others.
We are looking for
collaboration in our
future direction, by
working with a diver-
sity of people who
will join us, we will
be able to learn

new things and see
diverse views.”
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Songtam Srinakarin
Architect, Co-founder of
1922 Architects

ARS8
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Songtham Srinakarin received his AAU
diploma in 2009. He began working at
Spacetime Architects for 5 years after
graduating. He decided to establish his
own studio, 1922 Architects, in 2019 to
pursue his dream of developing architec-
ture and designing independently.
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“The teaching and
learning at AAU
emphasize creative
thinking rather than
following a set
formula for success.
This approach focuses
on thinking, doing,
and collecting data for
analysis. By engaging
in this method, we
can tackle any type

of work, not limited to
architecture alone.”
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Suradech Pattanakiatichai
Managing Director,

Varda Associates CO.,LTD
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What is the most important thing you
learned from AAU?

For me it is a matter of work that calls for
creative thinking rather than a formula for
success. Therefore, the teaching method
is based on thinking and doing, collecting
data for analysis. By doing so, we can do any
work, of any type, and not be limited to only
architecture.

How does it help with your work?

As | said, it’s all about applying knowledge to
thinking and collecting data in experiments
or adapting the data collection to other
things. If you are an architect, you can use
the same method to do anything with archi-
tecture. For example, to design a house, we
collect the information of the owners and
study it through various methods that we
have been taught, and you will be able to
develop a design that meets the owner’s
needs. Orin a larger-scale project, like the
airport that | work in, it is the same. The
principle is that we must study and gather
various aspects of information. The large
amount of data obtained, together with the
experiment and being flexible, will help us
work at every scale. It also includes other
related jobs such as engineers, interior
designers, construction management, or
PM. It’s no different. We can apply it to other
similar professional fields. If you don’t want
to work in architecture, interior design,

or construction, this method can still be
applied anyway.

What work methods did you learn at AAU
that you have applied to your competitions?
1 would say toughness, trying to look for skills,
finding methods, trying to do anything with
a lot of alternatives and options, and then
extracting them. Then it was developed
further. The more alternatives we have, the
easier it is to succeed. Because if we do too
little or not enough, it will be quite difficult to
get to the point where we find the best ones.

Given that your organization hires interns
from a variety of academic institutions,
how might AAU students advance in light
of the current circumstances?

Students at these universities are not so
different from one another right now. The
knowledge that is currently lacking will be
promoted by each university. In some
instances in the past, ideas were disregarded
in favor of action alone. Conceptual expertise
encourages application. As a result, | would
like AAU to explore ways to set itself apart
from other schools and foster the devel-
opment of a distinctive and outstanding
personality.
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After graduating from AAU, he worked as
an architect in an architecture firm for one
year before setting up his own architectural
practice. He is currently the Managing
Director of Varda Associates CO.,LTD, which
specializes in the design and operation
of airport and rail infrastructure, including
master plans for large-scale projects that
meet international standards.
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Theory
and Practice

2019

The Design Built at Mae Sot project aims to
construct two new school buildings and
improve hygiene facilities at the Ah Yone Oo
Learning Centerin Mae Sot.

Design Built at Mae Sot is a project to design and construct a
building from an earthen structure, supervised by Ajarn Karan
Paibullert and Ajarn Benjarit Nimboonchaj, who led a group of 17
students from AAU to work in the area between January 17 and
24,2023. Together with a group of students under Jan Glasmeier
of Simple Architecture, the team is responsible for constructing
the building’s foundations for the first part of the project, which is
the construction of two new school buildings from earthen struc-
tures and improving the hygiene facilities, toilets, and motorcycle
parking spaces at the Ah Yone Oo Learning Center in Mae Sot
District, Tak Province. The project received financial contributions,
partly from the 2nd ABAC charity golf tournament in 2022.
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This year, the project has expanded the amount of construction,
along with improving other facilities, in response to the shortage
of classrooms and students’ good health within the Ah Yone Oo
Learning Center. There is cooperation and learning from each other
in many sectors, including from the community, students within
the learning center, AAU students, students from various univer-
sities, and other schools. This, therefore, emphasizes the abundance
of other knowledge that can occur in the project that goes beyond
learning outside the classroom with action. Ajarn Karan once said,
“The principle of the project is to create a bridge between architec-
tural study in terms of academics and practice.”
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The
Perfect Drive

2019

The ABAC Open Charity Golf Tournament aims
to strengthen annual gatherings between
AAU students, faculty, and staff, as well as
raise funds for the AAU Alumni Club.

The ABAC Open Charity Golf Tournament originated with the inten-
tion of strengthening the network and tradition of annual gatherings
between AAU students, faculty, and staff and a group of fellow
architects, designers, suppliers, and business owners. It is also a
means of raising funds to assist the AAU Alumni Club (AAUA) in
organizing activities and aiding society in various areas.

Each time in the past, the format for organizing events was founded
on a different central theme. As a result, the ABAC Open Charity Golf
Tournament stands out due to the incorporation of theme-appro-
priate design elements. All associated design work, such as the golf
course area, contributes to the overall appeal and uniqueness of the
activity, with the intent to emphasize design work when organizing
such events. The feedback from attendees was overwhelmingly
positive, and they enjoyed and were intrigued in the event’s format.
This allows for the development of relationships and the incorpo-
ration of ideas into the School’s work in order to gain recognition
among other university networks, suppliers, and business owners in
the professional industry.
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This golf activity is not only a place for alumni and current students
to reconnect after a long separation; it is also a venue for renewing
relationships between seniors and juniors as well as businesses
located far away, bringing them back closer than before. This activity
is one of the essential aims of the AAU Alumni Club, which aims to
begin advancing and strengthening the alumni club and the School
in the future.
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“Together, we had built
not just academic and
technical capability
but an identity that

| will forever be a part
of. Within this identity,
we shared five years

of joy, challenges,
care, respect, concern,
disagreements, adven-
tures, and so much
more. The closest word
| can find to describe
this profound connec-
tion is ‘family.’ ”
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Could you tell us about an impressive
moment while you were in school that you
still remember?

Among the many impressive moments |
experienced during my time at AAU, one
that stands out is the occasion when | was
racing against time and energy to meet a
submission deadline. | had almost run out of
time when | realized that four of my friends—
a Bhutanese, a Pakistani, an Iranian, and a
Thai—all came together to help me. This
collective effort taught me a profound lesson:
we were united as one, transcending our
nationality, race, religion, and any other dis-
tinctions. This experience helped me recognize
that our school and its faculty had not only
nurtured our academic growth in the field
of architecture and design but had also
fostered a sense of unity and camaraderie
among us.

What more do you get at AAU than spe-
cialized knowledge in architecture and
design?

I think what | got from AAU can be summed
up in two folds: first, it has provided me with
avaluable network of teachers, friends, and
professionals who share a common bond
formed by our shared interests, passions, and
talents. Second, AAU has instilled in me a
profound sense of discipline, hard work, and
resilience. These life skills extend beyond
specialized technical knowledge and can
be applied as a formula for success in any
endeavor we pursue.

We quite liked the phrase in one of your
interview videos: “Come to school as an
individual, leave as family!” Could you
explain it?

It was very clear to me that | was a different
person from when | first joined the AAU and
when | graduated. This difference was the
result of the people | encountered along
the way, each one leaving an impact on me,
whether friends or teachers. Together, we
had built not just academic and technical
capability but an identity that | will forever
be a part of. Within this identity, we shared
five years of joy, challenges, care, respect,
concern, disagreements, adventures, and so
much more. The closest word | can find to
describe this profound connection is ‘family.
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Thinley Jamtsho Tshering,
Bhutanese Conservation
Architect

MA Degree student,
Silpakorn University

AR18

Upon graduation from AAU, Jamtsho
ventured to practice architecture in
Bhutan. Realizing his interest in heritage
and conservation, he is pursuing his
master’s degree at Silpakorn University
as the first Bhutanese student. Jamtsho
also works part-time with the Maritime
Asia Heritage Survey (MAHS) project
under Kyoto University’s Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. In Bhutan,
he is a certified conservation architect.
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“As a part of the inter-
national community
at AAU, | have actively
engaged in a multi-
tude of extracurricular
endeavors and forged
companionships
through athletic
pursuits and various
campus functions,
encompassing
individuals from

both domestic and
international back-
grounds.”
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After graduating from AAU, as he calls his
home away from home, he pursued his
passion for design at Harper Architecture
in Bangkok and later moved to consultancy
in Egypt for the Sodic Mega Projects, where
he gained valuable experience in coordi-
nating large-scale projects. His current
role as a project coordinator for various
projects, including the prestigious Expo
2020 Dubai, has allowed him to grow
and learn in a challenging and rewarding
environment.
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e Great
hite Hope

2022

The scene during the announcement of the birth of
the Son of God by the Archangel Gabriel and the
acceptance of Mary’s Immaculate Conception is
known as “The Annunciation”. It is the inspiration
and the initial design concept of the Mary Help of
Christians Church (Chaweng) on Koh Samui in the
Surat Thani Province, designed by Juti Klipbua of
JUTI architects. The project won the Silver Medal
for Outstanding Architecture awarded by the
Association of Siamese Architects under Royal
Patronage in 2022,

The scene during the announcement of the birth of the Son of God
by the Archangel Gabriel and the acceptance of Mary’s Immaculate
Conception is known as “The Annunciation” It is the inspiration and
the initial design concept of the Mary Help of Christians Church
(Chaweng) on Koh Samui in the Surat Thani Province, designed by
Juti Klipbua of JUTI architects. The project won the Silver Medal for
Outstanding Architecture awarded by the Association of Siamese
Architects under Royal Patronage in 2022.
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With the knowledge gained from AAU, which emphasizes not only
architectural design for functional use but also the significance of
focusing on hidden concepts, references, and concerns within
the design work, one can: Along with the environment that Juti had
been exposed to since early childhood, the ambiance and interior
decoration of the Chapel of the Annunciation on the Hua Mak
Campus of Assumption University were also familiar to him. They
are all components of what shapes thought. This is reflected in
the design of the Mary Help of Christians Church (Chaweng), which
is conveyed by the distinctive pattern of the white surface of the

shells and the various abstract-meaning-incorporating elements.

In addition, the appearance is straightforward due to the reduced
size and straightforward form.
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“One of our responsibilities is to communicate and explain to
community members, including those traveling alongside the
project, both during the construction period and once the project
is complete. It will be something they must uphold.”

Understanding the project, building, or architecture that will coexist
with them is an important lesson Juti learned from the project
and wishes to pass on to the next generation in their professional
work so that building proprietors or even community members will
recognize the value of architecture. As with the Mary Help of Chris-
tians Church (Chaweng), which requires maintenance, the location’s
hostile environment necessitates subsequent cleanup. Therefore,
once the community recognizes its value, they will be willing to take
care of it collectively in the following order. Juti further emphasizes
that the relationship between architecture and its encompassing
context is something he has consistently applied and considered in
his work until now.
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“After working on film
sets for a while, | began

to work in the form of
adapting scenes from
movies to use in making
theme parks. For example,
at the Universal in Singa-
pore or the one in Dubai,
there are rides that borrow
scenes from Marvel
movies. To me, thisis also
a form of work besides
being an architect where
you apply the knowledge
you learn from architec-
ture in terms of structure
and scale.”
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Prachya Pitapho

Art Director,

IMG Worlds of Adventure, Dubai
AR1
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After graduating, Prachya Pitapho con-
tinued his studies at SCI-Arc in the US
and worked in design for a variety of
international films such as Disney, HBO,
and Netflix before starting to work on
theme parks at Universal Studios in
Singapore. He is currently the Art Director
of IMG Worlds of Adventure, the world’s
largest indoor theme park in Dubai.
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“One of the unique
characteristics of AAU
is its multi-cultural
atmosphere, with
students from
different countries.
So, the school taught
us how to interact
and respond in global
perspectives. Besides
regular classes, AAU
also organized inter-
national workshops
and collaborations.”
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Victor John

Principal Architect,
STUDIO VI, Myanmar
AR 8
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Victor John graduated from AAU with
Magna Cum Laude honors. After working
for prestige architectural firms in Thailand
for 6 years, he returned to Myanmar and
began his own practice, STUDIO VJ. His
firm specializes in hospitality and com-
mercial architecture.
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“Don’t be afraid to travel
abroad for work. And if
you’ve gone, don’t be
afraid to make yourself
stand out, be different,

and don’t be afraid to do
things you’ve never done
before. We must continually
develop ourselves to have
comprehensive knowledge,
especially when working in
the design field. The world
changes every day. So, we
must keep updating what
the world is talking about
now and how we can
incorporate that into

our designs.”
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Nuntawat Tasanasangsoon
Co-Founder & Director

Park Associates (Thailand) CO.,LTD
AR6
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Nuntawat Tasanasangsoon is the former
chairman of the AAU’s Student Committee.
After graduation, he started working in
architectural design with Supermachine
Studio for 5 years before moving to work
with Park+Associates in Singapore in 2012,
and was instrumental in the firm’s award-
winning projects such as Nanyang Girls’
High School, Architect’s office at Kim Yam
Road. He is currently a co-founder and
director of Park+Associates. Thailand.
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Home
Sweet Home
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AAU Alumni organized the first ‘Homecoming’
event on January 28, 2023, allowing alumni to
exchange ideas and meet current faculty and
staff.

The ‘Homecoming’ 2023 activity was planned by AAU Alumni under
the theme ‘Classical Multiverse, which highlighted Assumption
University’s unique architecture as well as a diversity of variations
among AAU’s seniors and juniors. The activity took place on Saturday,
January 28, 2023, in the courtyard of the Martin De Tour (M Budling)
building, adjacent to the original location of Assumption University’s
Faculty of Architecture on the Huamark Campus. The event provided
a forum for AAU alumni to converse, exchange ideas, and form
relationships, including returning to meet current faculty and staff
of AAU. There was also a sale of souvenirs developed with the inten-
tion of enhancing good characters and being useful in the daily lives
of users who are designers and architects. The revenues will go to
the AAU alumni club, which will use them to continue its operations.
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20x20
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The event, titled “AAU25+ | AAU Alumni:
Achievement and Challenges,’ is a show-and-
tell series with 20 pictures in 20 minutes by
five AAU alumni as guest speakers.

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the establishment, AAU
held a special talk event with the ASA Platform of the Association
of Siamese Architects under Royal Patronage. ASA 20x20 is a talk
series in the form of a show-and-tell with 20 pictures in 20 minutes
by guest speakers. It aims to entertain and educate audiences while
providing knowledge that can be applied in academics and practice.
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Under the theme “AAU25+ | AAU Alumni: Achievement and
Challenges”, the event took place at Lido Connect 1 on Wednesday,
February 1st, 2023, along with a live broadcast on the ASA Platform
page and the Montfort del Rosario School of Architecture and
Design page. Chana Sumpalang, the president of the Association
of Siamese Architects, delivered the opening remarks before talks
by five AAU alumni and a special guest to share professional work
experiences from the point of view of architects, designers, and
entrepreneurs.

The talk started with Shintorn Arthasarnprasit, the brand commu-
nication manager of SEE JORAKAY, sharing his experience, including
design ideas and challenges to revamp SEE JORAKAY paint, a new
product line that is making its presence in the market.
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President of the Association of Siamese Architects (ASA)
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Churit Kangwanpoom, an architect who works in architecture
for the community and the environment and the co-founder of
Punmuang, was the second speaker. He gave an overview of how
he became a community architect by engaging with people and
communities, which stemmed from going outfield to help tsunami
victims in Southern Thailand while studying architecture at AAU.
He disclosed how his work was eventually aligned with his interests
and goals.

Pilasini Rattarangsi, an internationally renowned architect and
lighting designer and founder of Rangsi Atelier, described her experi-
ence on the professional journey from the early days at AAU to
studying abroad and working internationally. She also presented
various incidents that taught and shaped her identity through
various sample projects.
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This aligns with the presentation of Thanet Sae-U, the architect
and designer who founded SpaceLab. He retold the stories and
events while studying at AAU and his work experiences. Finally, he
challenged architects and designers to think differently in order to
distinct themselves at the forefront.

The next speaker was Juti Klipbua, the founder of Juti Architects,
and the architect of the Mary Help Church, Chaweng, which
received the Silver Medal from the Association of Siamese Archi-
tects. He reflected on the ideas and approaches that diversified his
view on architecture and refined his design identity. He explained
how AAU experience was demonstrated in the realization of
methodologies and conceptualization processes in his work.
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Lastly, Vasu Virajsilp, the founder of VasLab, joined the event as a
special guest speaker, talking about his time as a student in the
United States, his return to teach at AAU, and his professional
experiences in the design industry. He also shared his in-depth
experiences, philosophical guidelines, and challenges encountered
in architectural projects from the early years of practice until
present, including the professional and personal goals that changed
throughout the course of life.

In the any experience exchange, including various perspectives of
AAU-graduates who stand out in their fields helped expanding the
horizon and viewpoints of the participants which leads to self-
improvement. Eventually, a series of careful Self-questioning will
lead to a direction of philosophy that can be applied to learning,
professional practices and daily life.

l]@]V]’]EJ@’JEJNUiiﬁJ’]EJiUL‘HEU ’JZ‘I ’Ji“ﬂﬂa‘ﬂ Nﬂ@@]x‘i VaslLab ‘ﬂdeﬂiJ']i’JN‘W@@EIDG“H’NL’JZ\]'W]L"]J’W%J(}
ﬂm&}'mﬂ‘ﬂiﬁﬂmiﬂ'l LL@“’ﬂTiLiNuTLa’]LLH’Jﬂ(ﬂﬂ’ﬁlﬁﬂuﬂ’]iﬁauiﬂLLUUIV@JEHGWHHTELHG]’N‘inmﬁ
Nﬂﬂiﬂlﬂuﬂﬂiuiiﬂﬂﬁlﬁlm L‘}Jummmaauﬂmﬂmmssmw AAU VL‘UGJLLDGH’]?LGJ'] am:m
‘L]iwﬁ‘]_lﬂ']im LLLL’JV]’]G‘LH‘HQJ’] ‘]jIZUW‘M’W]’“Ja,W‘ULﬁmiuﬂﬁim’]\‘i’]uaaﬂLL‘U‘]JLLGIQWI‘UiLWﬂm ’Quﬂﬂﬁﬂ(ﬁ’\’,}
ANUAIAWII ﬁgmﬂmwﬁL‘1J§ﬂuiﬂluu@im%"’mmmaﬁ%m

Tunisuanwasulsy AUNITUNAINUAIBTULLY 590T93NNBI278IN0BNUULUAY aonuini
ﬂi”ﬂammmwsﬂﬁmmmumwvmammmammma UBNANATTIVVNBWTUUAUNITLF AN
whla wazn1siFeus auuﬂﬂamsﬂiuwmmmumwawﬁmﬁmmm mﬁmamﬂvl,mmuﬂau
mmm"nmimﬂ@mimmm ANDINDINITAIAUALRDNINAANIE WUINTS iwmﬂﬂmmiﬂm
uaanansoh U ldlumsBouna msysznetimdwiniy saansaslulsiunissiiugia
sz iulusuandnme

190 191






AAU25+

The Joy of
Architecture

One of the highlighted events of the aau 25th anni-
versary celebration is the visit of Astrid Klein, the
architect who co-founded the world-famous tokyo-
based practice Klein Dytham architecture (KDa).

Astrid Klein, the co-founder of renowned Tokyo-based architecture
and design practice Klein Dytham architecture, joined the program
for a workshop on ‘Transcending a (mere) Void’ and a public lecture
on ‘Joyful Architecture: Another Form of Sustainability’ This is a
joint activity with art4d with the supports of SEE JORAKAY Brand
and many other companies, to celebrate AAU’s 25 anniversary. The
event provides an opportunity for students and professors to join a
workshop with the world-renowned architect and a platform to
listen to the design, details and impressive stories behind KDa’s
work both in Thailand and Japan.
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On February 10, 2023, the workshop was held at the School of
Architecture and Design building on the Suvarnabhumi Campus.
It was attended by 46 students from Chulalongkorn University,
King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang, Rangsit
University, Bangkok University, Silpakorn University, the Rajaman-
gala University of Technology Rattanakosin, and AAU. The goal of
the workshop was to help students learn more about design by
collaborative working, sharing ideas, and listening to a short lecture
and discussion of works by Astrid Klein and the faculty. The brief was
to propose ideas for a designated open space and how to use color
to convey meanings which affect people’s feelings. The emphasis
was placed on the conceptualization and tangible translation. The
experimental design practice under the theme of ‘Transcending a
(mere) Void’ was a challenging and enjoyable experience for all of
the participating students.
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On Saturday, February 11, 2023, a special lecture on ‘Joyful Archi-
tecture: Another Form of Sustainability’ took place at the Audi-
torium of Alliance Francaise Bangkok. This free-of-charge event was
opened to architecture students, designers, and the general public.
Astrid shared a wide range of engaging experiences, working in
design and construction on exciting projects such as the Open House
at the Central Embassy, an interior that wanted to create the dyna-
mics of activities and the interaction of people in the space. She
moved on to explain about the design of Toggle Hotel Suidobashi,
emphasizing the use of color to create a different dimension of
perception and movements in the interior space. Furthermore, she
described the process of fagade design at Cartier in Osaka which
demonstrates the craftsmanship and details of the work’s assembly.
Astrid Klein created a friendly atmosphere for the audience in her
talk, with a question-and-answer sessions interspersed with the
lecture. It was an excellent occasion for students and audiences to
learn and gain inspiration from this impressive lecture.
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“In the past, teaching and
learning centered on students’
ability to work. As aresult,
students are more likely to see
things that are ambiguous.
We started in the opposite
direction while | was teaching
at AAU: we created a brief by
looking at it abstractly. For
example, bringing machines,
robots, or other materials to
look for negative and positive
space would help train the eye
to shape and build space from
a perspective that differs from
the original way of thinking.
This results in a creative process
that pushes students to think
beyond the box and inspires
them to try something new.”
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Vasu Virajsilp
Principal Architect
VasLab Architecture
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After graduating from Columbia University
in the United States, Vasu returned to
Thailand and taught architecture at AAU
during the years 2002-20086, applying his
progressive knowledge and experience in
teaching to students at AAU. In 2003, he
founded VasLab, one of Thailand’s most
successful architectural design practices.
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“l am similar to many
students who have
attended the Hua
Mak Campus. We like
what is known as the
portico at the front
door. The dean’s
room is visible upon
entry, and the dean’s
secretary office is
also there. However,
if you were to ask me
which part of ABAC |
like most, | would say
the skywalk.”
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Peerapat Wimolrungkarat
Professional Photographer
AR4
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aka ADDCANDID, Peerapat is a former
personal photographer of Mr. Abhisit
Vejjajiva (the 27th Prime Minister of
Thailand), a former photo editor at online
news agency momentum.co, and The
Standard. Currently, he is the Leica
Ambassador (Thailand) and a member of
Street Photo Thailand and Architectural
Photographers @ somethingarchitecture.
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“Ultimately, all of
the work that we do,
be it architecture,
graphics, DJs, or
acting, all follows
the same working
process. If asked,
what do we get from
studying? | believe
we trained for the
career we have today
through the processes
we learned at AAU.”
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Nat Kitcharit

Actor / Architect
Founder, FMO Studio
AR16
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An architect and co-founder of FMO Studio.
Other than architecture and design, he is
also interested in various fields of the arts,
such as performing arts and acting. Nat
Kitcharit is also an actor, having done other
jobs such as DJ as well.
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2023

A Gold(AU) Night | Light up in the garden’ was
a part of AAU x ILLI, a collaborative project
between AAU and the International Land-
scape Lighting Institute (ILLI).

AAU x ILLI is a collaborative project between the School of Archi-
tecture and Design, Assumption University (AAU) and the Interna-
tional Landscape Lighting Institute (ILLI), a not-for-profit landscape
architecture lighting design institute. As a part of the 25th anni-
versary celebration of AAU, the event was partnered with Thailand
Association of Landscape Architects (TALA), Association of Siamese
Architects under Royal Patronage (ASA) and art4d with supports
from Lightenna, Unilamp, Ligman, Evotech & Lighting House,
Mosaic Eins, Thaweemongkol Construction. ‘A Gold(AU) Night |
Light up in the garden’ was a part of AAU x ILLI, supervised by
Asst.Prof. Chutarat Laomanacharoen and Ajarn Peeraanong
Wongtanakornchai, and was held on Saturday, January 28 2023,
atthe library area, Thai garden and pavilion at the Hua Mak Campus
of Assumption University.
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The event began with a panel discussion moderated by ILLI Board
Member Janet Lennox Moyer to learn more about landscape lighting
design through works and model projects. The next was a round
table activity to discuss and exchange ideas among lighting design
experts in landscape architecture in Thailand, along with the ILLI
Board, on the issue of lighting design in landscape architecture;
how it could support landscape architecture, and how it could be
used to enhance landscape architecture. Before the workshop,
participants were allowed to explore the properties of lighting
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fixtures by experimenting with lighting and visiting the installation
during the daytime, which helped revealing another perception
context, as well as raising awareness of the importance of the appea-
rance and design of lighting fixtures in landscape architecture that
must be located close to people and directly visible. An evening
light show helped attendees understand new technologies, instal-
lation and management of actual lighting to create a space by
illuminating the architectural landscape.
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This project was a great opportunity not only for the students to
gain more knowledge and understanding from the different perspec-
tives of the speakers, but it was also an excellent opportunity for
entrepreneurs, including professionals in related fields such as
lighting designers, landscape architects, and others, to be able to
experiment with lighting fixtures in various areas of the Assumption
University Huamark Campus. This activity, therefore, helps to create,
enhance, and increase knowledge in all aspects of lighting design
in landscape architecture, particularly, the exchange of knowledge
and understanding at the regional and international levels through
the lectures and talks of the design experts.

ANDATINTLYLIAINITIANANTTN uaﬂmﬂmmniwrwﬂﬁulunamunﬂnmmﬂmmewuﬂmm
mmmﬂamnﬂﬁwaumﬁmmmﬂmmuiumwgumwmNmimﬂum EJGL‘UHI?JW]N@HWU@Q
N‘Ui ﬂm_lﬂ']i ‘E’JQJﬂdN‘Ui‘”ﬂ?ﬂU’J“E’]“ﬁWIuﬁ’mOTuWLﬂH’J‘D@G YIUNOaNULULRIFIN mmmﬂun
LLﬂwUﬂﬂZ‘]@u "]vLﬂﬁ’]JJ’]iﬂ‘V]@@@d(ﬂ@(?NIWQJVLWNSGN’J’NT,‘HW%VWM@’]ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ]@dﬂﬂ?')‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬁﬂmﬁm
IngnpaEIRNIN SHGH’IVLUNW’JTNL"U’]GL’%LN ﬂﬂiiuiﬂdﬁmﬁmuﬂﬁiﬂ%’rﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂUWuWﬂ’]ii"NTu@iﬂﬂ
DE9TALIU ﬂ@ﬂiiﬂiuﬂidu@ﬁ"ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬂdﬁiﬁﬂ &SN LAY LWN@Gﬂﬁ?’]QJ%ﬁLuV}ﬂ M| MUTBINTDDNUUL
LLﬁdﬂ’NﬂumuﬂNﬁﬂ’ﬁjﬂ?_lﬂﬁillIﬂﬂLﬂ‘W%@EﬂOﬂdﬂ’]ﬁLLaﬂL'U?Nﬂuﬂ’)’]&liﬂ’)’]ﬂL“U’]I‘*Jiuiwﬂllﬂllﬂ’]ﬂ
LSRN "Wﬂﬂ’]ilﬁif;ﬂﬂLLNW'WMﬂﬂﬂ%@dLW@WHH@@HLLUUEWiOQm}@J

219



Lh;;;::énnnnnnl

25 STORIES

Site Matters

International students make up over 50% of the
student body at AAU, fostering diversity in study
and education. This diversity impacts the focus of
thesis projects in design and architecture, as
students must address the progress and ambitions
of their native countries. The thesis examination
committee discussed the opportunities brought
up by international students and the reciprocal
learning among faculty members.

At present, international students comprise over fifty percent of the
student body at AAU, and their number continues to rise annually.
In the context of an international community, cohabitation and
education would foster diversity in all facets of study and education.
Additionally, it has a substantial impact on the domain and concerns
associated with selecting design and architecture as the focus of
one’s thesis project, as it requires students to address the progress,
actualization, and continued ambitions of their native countries in
some fashion.
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Prior to developing a thesis project, students must initiate contem-
plation of the issues that captivate their independent thought.
In addition to the ethnic diversity of the international student body,
the programs developed by these individuals are also heavily

influenced by place and location. Complex geography, the manner 2y ¥ rr'r'r;;',f
in which they conceptualize and interpret various design-related W.}!.,“t,‘h\\"u'ﬁ“m

issues, and countries in the former Soviet Union or Asia are some of

these factors. An elaborate was provided by Dr. Satanan Chanowanna, galiad? ¢ 7 AL TR

FTELEEEER DAL

a member of the thesis examination committee. —3

— e PR
Additionally, the thesis work challenges faced by international
students and the reciprocal learning among faculty members were
discussed by Dr. Satanan. “Not only students, however, are required
to conduct research. In order to facilitate the interpretation and
differentiation of design issues, we regarded all of these variables
as motivating factors for the thesis examination committee faculty
members to acquire knowledge, explore new spaces, and address
the challenges and concerns raised by international students in
the field of design. Furthermore, it demands that we exceed the
boundaries of what we know.”

An honorary guest member of the thesis examination committee,
Pisit Rojanavanich, was similarly taken aback by the students’

eagerness to explore a wide range of spatially diverse thesis project
topics in the Department of Architecture at AAU. This aspect renders
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the discipline intriguing across multiple domains. Additionally, he N T p— s
proposes prospective avenues for advancement that AAU ought
to pursue: “The locations of the topics explored in students’ thesis
projects are diverse. Consider a scenario in which technological : = szsmeccercceees
advancements in artificial intelligence can be utilized to assist in
the adaptation and improvement of work, such as structural work.
If this is the case, the response to the question will be filled with
intriguing variety, thereby giving diversity an even more refined
aspect.”

One of the thesis examiners, Ajarn Porawan Kokiatsanti, identified
an additional intriguing facet that emerges from this diversity in
the context of interior design. This diversity fosters enjoyment
in collaborative endeavors, thereby preparing student groups for
collaboration. Additionally, it strengthens students’ immunity and
enables them to confront a variety of situations that may arise
during their professional careers after graduation.
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following statement: “l was extremely impressed. | had the privilege
of reviewing the theses of numerous AAU alums who have since
attained professional success. Following this, what might the next
step be? We will, if at all possible, review these on an international
level. We might commence by examining the ASEAN countries. An
infinite flow of information will ensue, fostering the growth and
progress of both faculty members and students across diverse
disciplines.”
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Beyond
Borders,
Beyond
Ideas

AAU has been an international scholar community
for more than 25 years, promoting a collaborative
learning environment for Thai and international
students. With a broad student body that contri-
butes to educational, cultural, and information
exchange possibilities, this dynamic community
allows students to participate in important events
and work in a variety of roles.

For more than 25 years, the International Program of Assumption
University’s Montford del Rosario School of Architecture and Design
has created a learning environment that has resulted in a collabo-
rative teaching atmosphere for Thai and international students of
diverse races. AAU has welcomed international students from a
variety of continents over the years. Although there is a considerable
share of students from neighboring countries such as Burma,
Cambodia, Vietnam, and China, it is evident that the number of inter-
national students extends beyond one or two nations. This is regarded
as another distinct identity that contributes to advancing and
promoting a broad range of educational, cultural, and knowledge
exchange opportunities.
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International students currently make up over 60% of AAU’s student
population. The number is significantly higher than at other univer-
sities. Asst.Prof. Suparath Valaisathien, Dean of AAU, commented
that when an organization like the Association of Siamese Archi-
tects under Royal Patronage organizes some international archi-
tects and designers conferences, students from AAU are not only
invited to participate; it also allows students to work in supporting
roles and behind-the-scenes work, such as coordinators or liaison for
the events, which automatically provide opportunities for students
to work with international architects and designers. This diversified
nature, which includes a large number of international students,
has enabled students to participate in many significant events and
work in a variety of positions and responsibilities, including being
named one of the profession’s key drivers on numerous occasions.
One example is being chosen as an institution representative;
educators from Thailand participated in the Asian Coalition for
Architecture and Urbanism Project (ACAU).
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The nature of an international community in which students learn
and exchange cultures with one another creates the potential for
students to make professional and business connections that
will allow them to communicate in the future; for example, many
students have exchanged contacts to import or export products
in the countries among friends and colleagues who formed rela-
tionships while studying together at AAU, which is something that
always happens. Furthermore, it contributes to the advancement
of a profession and the knowledge exchange between students and
faculty members. It is because AAU has signed Memorandums of
Understanding with a number of universities in diverse regions. In
this section, Ajarn Suparat shared an intriguing vision for driving
further cooperation: “We will strive to create more cooperation
with foreign universities, both within the region and in Europe,
to promote exchange between AAU and other institutions at the
international level so that it can occur in many more dimensions.”
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Lam Thanh Tuan (Vietnam)
Design Director, BOHO Decor
AR13 / Architecture

“The classes | took at AAU provided a strong
foundation for my creative approach, design
process, logical thinking, and design direc-
tion, leading to successful projects.”
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Yilin Zheng (China)

Junior Architectural Designer at Wilmot
Sanz, Rockville, MD, USA

AR20 / Architecture

“Interacting with students from various
countries not only broadened my horizons
but also improved my communication and
collaboration skills.”
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Santy Dono Luangkhot (Laos)
Architect and Business Owner

at Prototyp Architect Sole CO.,LTD
& Man Cave Cafe Bar & Hostel
AR13 / Architecture

“Engaging with such a varied student body
has made me more empathetic, culturally
sensitive, and open-minded. It has expanded
my worldview, allowing me to approach archi-
tectural design with a more inclusive and
innovative mindset.”
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Damara Vicheth (Cambodia)
Interior Architect and

Car Dealer

AR 21 / Interior Architecture

“The diversity of student nationalities at
AAU helps me improve my general knowledge
about different countries. Each country has
its own culture and trends, which | can learn
from and use to update my professional skills
in my home country.”
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Julio Fernandes Pinto (Timor-Leste)
Head of Experimentation, UNDP
Timor-Leste Accelerator Lab

AR17 / Architecture

“AAU provided me with valuable expertise in
the design field, fostering creative thinking
and innovation. The challenging projects |
undertook at AAU laid a solid foundation for
my career success, which is directly applicable
to my role today.”
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Karma Minjur Selden (Bhutan)
Architect, Gyalsung Infra
AR15 / Architecture

“l cultivated a strong sense of learning agility.

The program honed my ability to think inno-
vatively and encouraged me to explore uncon-
ventional ideas. My education provided me
with a diverse knowledge base in design and
problem-solving strategies.”
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Nadeeja Wijenayaka (Sri Lanka)
Chartered Architect
AR 11 / Architecture

“AAU challenges us to think critically, question
assumptions and approach problems from
multiple perspectives. This hones my ability to
analyze information, make informed decisions
and solve complex problems in my profes-
sional life”
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Li Hung Chang (Taiwanese)
Interior Designer
AR22 / Interior Design

“Well, since that everyone is from different
countries with different backgrounds and
cultures, we can always learn something new
from each other, and by doing so, we able to
improve ourselves even more or even adapt
those skills into our design.”
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Muhammad Bagus Aditya (Indonesian)
Architect Team Leader at AlienDC
AR11/ Architecture

“The international community and atmos-
phere at AAU was always welcoming and was
agreat way to view perspectives from so many
other cultures. Building relationships was of
no issue as the friendly Thai culture helped
bridging friendships and closeness.”
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Allison Perry Canters (Netherlands)
Design Manager
AR17 / Product Design

“While my design process has grown over
the years it still follows the same principles
that I learned during my time at Assumption
university. As well as communicating with
clients or team members follows a similar
pattern to discussions with the Ajarns and
other students about the projects we were
working on””
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Rugaya Ibrahim Khalil (Iraq)
Freelance Architect
AR 15 / Architecture

““Cross-Cultural Adaptation” | have learned
that there are no borders or boundaries in
architecture. Sure, cultures may differ from
one place to another, but the basic principles
and needs remain the same across the globe.”
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Komara Mohamed (Guinea)
Architect
AR9 / Architecture

“l strongly believe being around people who
are different from us makes us more creative,
diligent, and hard-working. ”

‘umdesuiiued198ein msldsgvivunansdauiiuansig
NI jxﬁﬂﬁmﬁmwﬁﬂa%ﬂmﬁﬁ WHU WATYNITURIN
undeIu”

231



Architecture

Q canadian

color key
fo ?

=i
@)
@©)
©)
=

Number of International }
Student by Nationality %

Angolan ¢
Angolana [
Bahraini #
Bangladeshi tieee
Bhutanese tedtend
Bragilian ]
Cambodian titdee
Canadian L]
Chinese tedee
Congolaise phde
Dutch L]

3

Egypt '—1;. #
Filipino ~ (1T
Finnish ]
French ]
German pié
Indian pife
Iranian tidd
Iraqi ]
Italian ]
Japanese 1]
Korean (Dpr) #

@ Russian

ur m i\
TurkmeniStani

‘._,Qllrdqi Q Iranian

‘ngg an E

9 Nigerian

) / |
~ | Qcongolaise

QAngolan+
Angglan' IS

QN%fnibia;]'

| "R © Saudi Arabig
. 9Sudanesel

~ s O
.. QPakistani

WiBgthirain ‘
Qindian

Laotian 9898
Malaysian (TTTL]
Maldivian (1)
Myanmar teapdtdpinteets
Namibian ]
Nauruan ]
Nepalese thttde
Nigerian pide
Non-citigen ]
Pakistani (1]
Russian tedttttes

Saudi Arabian [

South Korean [
Sudanese tidtdtes
Taiwanese 1]
Timorese thde
Turkmenistan L]
Turkmenistani té
Vietnamese tedtttfed
Zimbabwean L
Total tedddttettttdtts 709



AAU25+

Hall of Fame

AAU has been encouraging students to submit for
national and international design competitions. This
enables students to develop their work and showcase
their teaching and learning potential. AAU has
integrated design competitions into studio courses
and plans to continue supporting students in interna-
tional competitions.

For the past 25 years, the School of Architecture and Design at
Assumption University (AAU) has encouraged students to submit
designs for national and international competitions to increase their
design experience and potential. Asst.Prof. Prima Viriyavadhana
discusses guidelines and regulations for encouraging students to
participate in competitions on various occasions. Entering design
competitions can help students develop their work, and on many
occasions, they often get the opportunity to present their work inter-
nationally.

Many of the contributions are student thesis projects, demonstrating
the potential and success of the school’s teaching. Meanwhile, AAU
has organized interesting design competitions integrated into studio
courses to facilitate student learning. Students can also submit work
to participate in domestic and international competitions. Ajarn Prima
emphasized, “In the future, AAU will continue to support students
and aspire to push them towards participating in international com-
petitions even more.”
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Academic Year 2008

Ms. Thitaya Lorthaison was selected to be
one of nine student delegation from Thai-
land to join the ARCASIA student Jamboree
Workshop in Busan, Korea

Team of students from 3rd year Architecture
Department received Honorable Mention
from Association of Siamese Architectus
(ASA) Student Exhibition Booth Competition
2008

Academic Year 2009

Project “The rival of Hybrid Canel Shopping
District by Mr. Weesupa Phothong, Mr.
Wannayook Bandhaya, Mr.Chayapat Teeka-
thananont, Mr. Mohamed Aditya won Honor-
able Mention Awards for Urban Design Award
2009 by Association of Thai Urban Designer
(TUDA)

Project “Experience the Walk” by Mr.Saran
Phongkajorn, Ms.Kanitthanut Luenthavee,
Mr.Xin Zhang, Mr.Natwat Warojdulyavat won
Honorable Mention Awards for Urban Design
Award 2009 by Association of Thai Urban
Designer (TUDA)

Team of students from 3rd year Interior
Architecture Department won 2nd Winner
Award for Interior in Trend 2009; Student
Exhibition Booth Competition by TTF Inter-
national Co.,Ltd

Academic Year 2010

Thesis Project by Ms. Bud Nitaya got in the
Final Round from Architecture Student
Thesis of the year 2009-2010 organized by
CDSAST

Team of students from 4th year Interior Archi-
tecture Department won 2nd winner award
for TIDA Festival 2010 University Booth
Competition by Thailand Interior Design
Association (TIDA)

Academic Year 2012

Team of students from 3rd year Architecture
Department received Finalist Award from
Association of Siamese Architects (ASA)
Student Exhibition Booth Competition 2013
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Thesis Project by Mr.Mohammad Bagus
Aditya got Selected under the category of
International Thesis Project by Archiprix
International 2013 at Moscow

Mr. Reze Toustaei Khoshkbijari received
Bronze Award for Nippon Piant’s Young
Designer Thailand 2012

Ms. Charinthorn Sapkrueyart received Finalist
Award from Elle Deco Design Competition
2012

Academic Year 2013

Project from Mr.Adeel Gilani got selected to
be One of Two Representative from Thailand
for ARCASIA Student Design Competition
2013

Thesis Project title “The Contemporary
Buddhist Temple” by Ms. Kwanchanok
Weschasart received Honorary Award from
World Architecture Community Awards

Thesis Project by Mr.Santipong Sittilarpsopon
received Pupular Vote for Thesis Award from
TOY Arch Thailand

Ms. Katanyuta Praditassanee thesis title
“Sanctuary of Enlightenment” and Mr.
Sasawat Khoosuwan thesis title “Muay Thai
Experience Center” Got into the12 Finalist
from Thailand Interior Design Association
(TIDA) Thesis Award 2014

Ajarn Nattapol Suphawong lecturer from
Department of Architecture received Special
Prize from 2014 KSDS International Spring
Invitational Exhibition

Academic or Professional

Awards 2014

School’s Exhibition Booth designed by 3rd
year Architecture Student won the prize
“Best of the Best” at the ASA annual Exhibi-
tion 2015 under the theme “ASA NEXT]|shau
aulvne ”, organized by Association of Siamese
Architects (ASA)

236

Ms. Darasawin Chumee, Ms. Walaiporn
Pongnukrohsiri, Mr. Chawanun Prasongwiwat,
3rd year Architecture Students won the prize
“First runner up” from the design competi-
tion “Architecture Museum of 21st Century”,
organized by B1 Magazine

Mr.Thanonchai Watlom and Ms.Nunticha
Yuncharoen, 4th year Architecture Students
got selected to be 1 of the 20 selected work
to exhibit in the ASA annual Exhibition 2015
under the theme “ASA NEXT|dau aulne *,
organized by Association of Siamese Archi-
tects (ASA)

Mr.Thanachai Kaewchai and Ms.Chalida
Olarnrak, 5th year Interior Architecture
Students won the “Bronze Prize” in Nippon
Young Design Competition 20214, organized
by Nippon Paint Thailand

Mr.Kritanan Nonthasuk, 3rd year Interior
Architecture Students won the “2nd runner-
up” from the design competition VC Fabric
Young Designer Contest 2014 under the
theme “Timeless Dress UP”, organized by
VC Fabric

Ledee the Patronage of

H.E Eng. Sami Halasoh
The Misister of Public Works wnd Housing

Ms.Gunpirom Limdomrongkul and Mr.Wuttipat
Varongsinghara work have been selected
to be the 7 finalist in the design competi-
tion Bathroom Space design Award orga-
nized by American Standard

Mr. Phanvong Saithong and Mr. Artit Treethip-
thikhung, as part of a team, won the 1st and
3rd prizes at the IAIDAC’s Student Workshop
2014 for their project on shelters for disaster,
organized by Interior Architecture and Interior
Design Academic Council of Thailand

Academic or Professional
Awards 2015

Mr. Thun Kirdpanya, 3rd Year Interior Archi-
tecture Student received “Consalation Prize”
from the VC Fabric Young Designers Contest
2015, Organized by VC Fabric

Mr. Thanandpong Maipiya, 3rd Year Archi-
tecture student won “Gold Award” from
Nippon Paint Thailand Young Designer
Award 2015-Design with Heart, Organized
by Nippon Paint (Thailand)
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Mr. Mong Shuang Tan, 3rd Year Architecture
student won “Silver Award” from Nippon
Paint Thailand Young Designer Award 2015-
Design with Heart, organized by Nippon
Paint (Thailand)

Mr. Arthit Treethipthikun, 5th Year Interior
Architecture Student received “Interior
Design-Best Color Choice Award” from
Nippon Paint Thailand Young Designer
Award 2015-Design with Heart, organized
by Nippon Paint

Ms. Walaiporn Pongnukrohsiri and Ms.
Pantaree Kasempatanasuk, 4th Year Archi-
tecture Student received “Honorable Award”
from Film City Tower: Bollywood Reimaged,
organized by Archasm Association (India)

Ajarn Suparath Valaisathien, Lecturer from
Department of Architecture received “Best
Lecturer Award” from Nippon Paint Thailand
Young Designer Award 2015-Design with
Heart, organized by Nippon Paint (Thailand)

Ms. Kittivara Unchansastr, Mr. Kongkham
Luangkhot, Ms.Pongchan Maiyarat, Ms.
Pattamawan Pratummintr, and Mr.Jaroon

Tipparat, a term from 3rd Year Architecture
Student received “2nd runner up Prize” from
LIVE STAGE design competition 2016 under
the concept “YAK”, organized by MAYA Music
Festival

Mr. Julio Fernandes Pinto, 3rd Year Architec-
ture student has been selected to attend
an exclusive education program, Southeast
Asian Global Undergraduates Leaders’
Programme, organised by the Institute of
Societal Leadership, Singapore Management
University

Ms.Matusorn Surachattumrongrat, Alumni
from Interior Architecture received “First
Prize Award” from Young Talent Design
Project 2015, organized by Elle Decoration
(Thailand)

Academic or Professional
Awards 2016

Ms. Thanwarin Sakuncharoenrat, 4th Year
Architecture student has been selected to
be one of the representative from Thailand
to attend an exclusive education program
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called Southeast Asian Global Undergraduates
Leaders’ Program “SEAGULL 2017”, Organized
by the Institute of Societal Leadership, Singa-
pore Management University

Mr.Alus Na Thalang, 4th Year Interior Design
Student received “2nd Prize Award” from
Thesis of the Year 2016, Organized by Thai-
land Interior Designer Association (TIDA)

Ms. Chanakarn Laohabutrand Ms. Angwara
Buabhan, 5th year Architecture students
were selected to be the 20 finalist teams
to participate in Archiprix SEA2016 workshop,
organized by Archiprix SEA at Institut
Teknologi Bandung

Mr.Zin Mar Tun, 5th Year Interior Architec-
ture student received “Best Color Choice
Award” from Asia Young Designer Award,
Organized by Nippon Paint Thailand

Ajarn Worawan Talodsuk, Lecturer from
Department of Interior Architecture Depart-
ment received 1st prize winner for Interior
Renovation Competition of Government
Saving Bank Ratchdamnoen Branch, orga-
nized by the Government Saving Bank.

The project: “Smart City Development for
Ari Community” proposed by a term from
department of Architect in collaboration
with Phaya-Thai District, SPARC and Patai
Group been selected to be one of the 14
teams in Smart Cities-Clean Energy Design
Competition from the Ministry of Energy

Academic or Professional
Awards 2017

Ms. Waranya Chularak, Ms. Patrapon Wijit-
tongruang, Mr. Sirichart Chinnachot, and
Mr. Thun Kirdpanya, 2018, Golden Award
for Thai PBS Museum Campaign: Living
Museum by Gen Z, organized by Thai Public-
Broadcasting Service (Thai PBS)

Mr. Theeraphobthanin Chaisukhirunphoki-
naward, 2017, Honorable Mention Award for
Nippon Young Designer Competition 2017
“You for Tomorrow” Design Competition,
organized by Nippon Paint Thailand.

Mr. Naratorn Lapapong and Ms. Shoon Le
Yee 0o, 2017, 3rd Prize for “Living with Flood”
Design Competition, organized by Nippon
Paint Thailand
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Mr. Jaroon Tipparat, Ms. Pongchan Maiyarat,
Ms. Nittha Wuttibenjapolchai, Ms. Paweesaya
Pittayataratorn, Mr. Thanakorn Khamrum,
Mr. Thanadpong Maipiya, and Mr. Islam
Mamedov, 2017, 2nd Runner up Award for
Imagine the Future Design Competition,
organized by The Shell Company of Thailand
Limited

Ms. Pongchan Maiyarat, 2018, Selected
Student’s Thesis of the Year, organized by
World Architecture Organization

Ms. Vasinee Mayazes, Ms. Keerati Reecharoen,
Mr. Parraraphon Premwhaew, Mr. Chawakorn
Hongthong, Ms. Manlika Arong, and Ms.
Pannita Ratchataarpha, 2018, 2nd Prize for
Community Design Workshop, organized
by Rajamangala University of Technology
Rattanakorin

Mr. Panya Chamchoy, Ms.Juthathip Janhut,
Ms, Wen Jin and Ajarn Peeraanong Wong-
tanakornchai, 2017, 2nd Prize for “Light in
Blind” Philips Lighting Challenge, organized
by Philips Lighting University Thailand

Academic or Professional
Awards 2018

Mr. Kritanan Nonthasuk, 2018, Best Thesis
of the Year TIDA Thesis Award 2018 for Thesis
project “Fill in the blank, Thailand education
counseling center,” organized by TIDA

Mr. Affal Heemman, 2018, Honorable Mention
Award from VC Fabric Young Designer Contest
2018 for “My Style of Healthy Hub” Organized
by VC Fabric

Ms.Lindelwe Danai Nziramasanga, 2018,
Best Color Choice Award in Architecture

Category from Nippon Paint’s Asia Young
Designer Competition 2018, organized by
Nippon Paint

Mr. Chaisongkram Kaewngoen, 5th Year
Interior Architecture student granted to
continue Tokamachi Park Landscape Lighting
design for Tokamachi city in Japan, Organized
by Tokamachi City and HK Lighting
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Academic or Professional
Awards 2020

Ms. Naya Vanishchinchai, 2020, Top 5 Award
for The Inspire Design Lamp Design Contest
2020: The Rotate, organized by The Inspire
Design (Lamp Design)

Academic or Professional
Awards 2021

Mr.Punyawat Supapitakpong, “Vipassana
Center The Bond of Nature” and Ms.Tanya
Lin, “Bridging the Cultural Generation Gap”
got into Finalist Preliminary Round Archi-
tectural Category for AYDA Awards organized
by Nippon Paint

Project “Nomad Worker Housing Complex”
by Mr.Kawin Tanakawin got into Finalist
Round Architectural Category for AYDA
Awards organized by Nippon Paint 2021

Academic or Professional
Awards 2022

Project “Playful Journey” by Mr. Chiwoand
Virakrodh and Project “Breeze for Breath”

by Ms.Winanchaya Siripattanakosol got into
Finalist Preliminary Round Architectural
Category, from AYDA Awards organized by
Nippon Paint

Academic or Professional
Awards 2023

Project “Green Sprint Heights” by Mr.Pranai
Daowsuk received Best Color Choice Award
from AYDA Awards by Nippon Paint 2023

Ajarn Orn-laor Hamsettee, Lecturer from
Department of Interior Architecture received
“Outstanding Senior Academic and Profes-
sional Award in Other Related Fields” from
CDAST Award 2023 organized by Council of
Deans of Architecture Schools of Thailand

Ajarn Dr. Wasana Sitti-issara, Lecturer from
Department of Interior Design received
“Outstanding New Generation Academic
and Professional Award in the Field of Interior
Architecture” from CDAST Award 2023
organized by Council of Deans of Architec-
ture Schools of Thailand
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SEE Jorakay

Crocodile, or Jorakay in Thai, is a
cement product for construction
purposes invented by Jorakay
Corporation Co., Ltd., which was
established in 1992 by a group of
100% Thai people and operates

by adhering to the philosophy of
the word “family. Thus, “crocodile”
is used as a symbol and product
name. Jorakay products are there-
fore different from other products
by pioneering and inventing

new innovations and, as a result,
creating a new standard for the
market as the number one in sales
continuously and being able to
sell crocodile products through

a network of stores carrying over
4,000 construction materials both
domestically and internationally.

In 2018, the company developed
a new concept for color products
that is safe for the environment
with new innovations from
Graphenstone using natural raw
materials able to absorb carbon
dioxide. It was the first to receive
the Cradle to Cradle standard. In
2021, it was set up as a new brand
under the name SEE Jorakay.
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ThaiBev

Thai Beverage Public Company
Limited (ThaiBev) is a leading
beverage company in Southeast
Asia, with its largest presence in
Thailand. Established in 2006,
ThaiBev expanded its presence in
the region through the acquisi-
tion of Fraser and Neave Limited

in 2012, the Grand Royal Group

in Myanmar in 2017, and others.
The company operates Japanese
restaurants and ready-to-cook

and ready-to-eat food businesses
through its subsidiaries, Oishi
Group Public Company Limited and
Food of Asia.
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SV Architects

Founded in 2019 by Suchart Banna-
panya and Vichien Wongnimmarn,
SV Architects is a Bangkok-based
architecture practice with a
multidisciplinary design service
provided by a talented team work-
ing together. SV is committed to
design excellence and progressive
innovation. The practice believes
that there is more capacity for
creativity and innovation through
collaborative team efforts than just
individual efforts. Given this belief,
together with the right environ-
ment, they attract many talented
young design enthusiasts who
share this philosophy.
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Thawee Mongkol

Thaweemongkol Construction
(2000) was established by Thawee-
wat Mongkoladisai and Thanawat
Mongkoladisai , with an innovative
concept by having a well-rounded
person in charge of every project
and developing construction work

to advance other companies.
Nowadays, the company is recog-
nized as a leader in high-quality
construction work and is one of the
most skilled companies in Thailand,
with the ability to carry out a full
range of construction work to meet
all the needs of customers and
architects looking for the highest
quality construction.
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BuilderSmart

BuilderSmart was founded in 2001
by a group of executives who have
long experience in the building
industry and interior work. They
saw the need for good-quality and
innovative products and solutions
for the Thai market. The compa-

ny became a building materials
manufacturer and distributor for
flooring solutions and gypsum wall
and ceiling systems. Since then, it
has been successful in growing its
business to eventually list on the
Market for Alternative Investments
(MALI) in 2008. BuilderSmart’s
ultimate goal is to be the leader
and bring high-quality outcomes
for project owners, architects,
interior designers, and contractors
for better environments, safety,
and comfort.
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Aluzat

Aluzat is a leading aluminum man-
ufacturer well known for its special-
ization in skylights, windows, and
doors for more than 15 years, with
technical design by the company’s
experts. Aluzat’s job is well known
as beautiful, durable, and safe.
Aluzat also specializes in design
glass, such as heat- and sound-re-
sistant glass. Most products are
certified by the Thai Industrial
Standard, while most accessories
and raw materials are imported.
The technician team at Aluzat is
skilled, experienced, enthusiastic,
and dynamic.
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Captain Paint

Captain Paint is a leading paint
brand in Thailand, founded in 1976.
The company has since expanded
its product offerings to include
water paints, oil paints, anti-rust
primers, cement primers, and coat-
ing products. In 1983, the company
moved its office to Soi Na Thong.

In 1987, it launched 100% acrylic
water paint and other durable paint
products suitable for Thailand’s
environment to expand its market
base and introduce modern tech-
nology, including computerized
automatic color mixers. In 2010,
Captain Paint changed its name to
Captain Coating Co., Ltd., managed
under the TOA Group.
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TOA

TOA is a leading paint and coating
manufacturer in AEC, offering

a diverse range of products for
coatings and construction mate-
rials. Their mission is to enhance
customer life quality and aesthetic
beauty. TOA manufactures and dis-
tributes decorative and non-dec-
orative products through its ex-
tensive distribution network. Their
growth pillars include enhancing
brand engagement, expanding
beyond paints with next-genera-
tion construction chemicals and
materials, and accelerating growth
in overseas businesses (AEC) with
inclusive solution portfolios.
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